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ASALA blast kills one in Paris 

PARIS (R) — A woman was killed and four people were injured 
in an explosion Monday at a Paris travel company specialising in 
■flights to Turkey, police said. The Armenian Secret Army for the 
Liberation of Armenia (ASALA) claimed responsibility in a tel- 
ephone callto news agencies. Police said the blast was caused by 
escaping gas but could have been set off by an explosive device. 
They said the dead woman was the telephone operator at the 
Marmara Travel Company. Turkish offices and diplomats in Fra- 
nce have often been the target of Armenian guerrillas who ac cu se 
Turkey of the alleged genocide-denied by Turkey-of Arm- 
enians during World War U. 
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Fahd receives .Moroccan message 

BAHRAIN ( R) — Ring Fahd of Saudi Arabia Monday received a 
verbal message from King Hassan of Morocco believed to be 
dealing with border talks between the Moroccan monarch and 
Algerian President Chadli Benjedid. The Saudi Press Agency said 
the message was conveyed by Moroccan Foreign Minister Moh- 
ammad Boucetta. who arrived unexpectedly in Riyadh earlier 
Monday. The border meeting took place on Saturday. King Fahd 
has been trying to arrange a reconciliation between the two North 
African neighbours, which severed diplomatic relations over the 
Western Sahara issue seven years ago. 
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Benjedid to visit UAE 

BAHRAIN (R) — Algerian Pre- 
sident Chadli Benjedid will visit 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
on Saturday for talks with Pre- 
sident Sheikh Zaid Ibn Sultan A1 
Nahayan on Arab affairs, the off- 
icial Emirates News Agency rep- 
orted Monday. It said Mr. Ben- 
jedid would stop in the UAE cap- 
ita] en route to New Delhi for the 
noa-aligned summit opening on 
March 7. The Algerian president 
visited the UAE last April. 

Iran pardons 
8,000 prisoners 

LONDON (R) — Iran's clerical 
leaders have pardoned 8,300 pri- 
soners following an amnesty dec- 
ree by Ayatollah Ruboliah Kho- 
meini. Tehran Radio said Mon- 
day. Tbe radio, monitored in Lon- 
don, said the prisoners were freed 
Sunday under Ihe.decree marking 
the fourth anniversary of the Isl- 
amic revolution which brought the 
ayatollah to power. There was no 
indication whether, the amnesty 
had included opponents of the 
government But Tehran new- 
spapers recently reported that the 
decree would not apply to political 
prisoners. Iranian opposition lea- 
ders have alleged that the gov- 
ernment ordered the execution of 
some 2.000 leftist dissidents in the 
past two weeks and more exe- 
cutions are planned this week. 
Last week Amnesty International 
sent a cable to Ayatollah Kho- 
meini. appealing for an urgent end 
to all executions. 

Bulgarian, Agca may 
face charges of plot . 
against Lech Walesa 

ROME (R) — A BuIgariaaairJ ine 
official and the Turkish gunman 
who shot the Pope two years ago 
were given official warnings Mon- 
day that they could be charged 
with a plot to kill Polish labour 
leader Lech Walesa, the Justice 
Ministry said. Sergei Antonov has 
been held in an Italian jail since 
last November on suspicion of 
complicity in tbe attempted ass- 
assination of Pope John Paul in 
May 1981 . Tbe ministry said that 
Mr. Antonov and Turk Mehmet 
Ali Agca, who is serving a life sen- 
tence for shooting tbe Pope, were 
given formal warnings by tbe 
Rome public prosecutor that he 
was investigating their suspected 
role in a plot to kill Mr. Walesa 
when be visited Rome in January 
1981. 

Renter veteran dies 

DUBLIN |R) — Martin Herlihy. 
a decorated World War II dis-. 
patch rider who became a top 
Reuter correspondent, died Mon- 
day after a short illness, his family 
said. He was 87. Herlihy worked 
23 years for Reuters in Britain, 
France and the Middle East bef- 
ore moving ■ to South Africa in 
1947. He joined Renters in 1925 
as a political reporter after some 
years reporting parliament for 
provincial papers and British news 
agency. 

Racehorse kidnap 
still unsolved 

DUBLIN (R) — More than 100 
jockeys have been questioned by 
Irish police in the search for the 
champion racehorse Shergar, kid- 
napped 20 days ago. A police spo- 
kesman said this was a normal part 
of inquiries and that no major bre- 
akthrough had been made in tbe 
search for tbe armed gang that 
Role the horse from the Bal- 
lymany stud farm in County Kil- 
dare. The 34-member syndicate- 
that owns Sbergar, winner of the 
1981 Fji glkh and Irish derbys, are 
dawning malicious damages of 20 
m3bou Irish pounds ($27 million) 
from the local Irish authorities. 
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Qawasmeh: 
Israel backs 
terrorist acts 
against Arabs 
in West Bank 

j By Lamk Andoni 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Israeli authorities are covering 
up and encouraging attacks of Jewish settlers 
.against the inhabitants of the occupied West 
town of Hebron, the exiled mayor of 
the town, Fahd A1 Qawasmeh said here 
Monday. 


In an interview with the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Qawasmeh said that 
“the aggression and terrorism 
practised by the settlers of Kixyat 
Arba are part of an Israeli plan 
which aims at tbe subjugation of 
Palestinians to the so-caOed Isr- 
■aeli civil administration as a step 
towards total annexation of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip." 

Reports from the Israeli- 
occupied territories indicate an 
escalation of violence against 
Arabs. 

Tension in Hebron, following a 
bomb blast outside a masque fast ' 
Friday, was aggravated by an att- 
ack by Jewish settlers in which a 
four-year old Arab girl was wou- 
nded by a bullet Saturday. 

Israeli newspapers said it hap- 
pened as the settlers wearing car- 
nival masks fired machineguns at 
Arab homes after a party. 

Other bullet boles in Arab 
homes were shown to police who 
promised . a thorough inv- 
estigation. 

To inquire into the wounding of 
the Arab girl an investigating 
committee has been reportedly set 
up by the Israeli police. 

Referring to the investigation 
committee Mr. Qawasmeh said 
that such a committee is “weak 
and will not be able to find tbe 
perpetrators of tbe crime nor will 
It succeed in putting an end to the 
attacks." 

“Tbe committee has been set up 
by police who dare not even enter 
Kiryat Arba or interrogate any 
member of Gush Emunim, who 
roam about fully armed," Mr. 
Qawasmeh said. 

Furthermore, the committee 
has been formed to absorb the' 
anger of the residents of Hebron 
and not to actually investigate the 
incidents,” he added. 

Mr. Qawasmeh said that the 
inhabitants of Hebron are sub- 
jected to daQy harrassments by 
Israeli settlers. 

He cited as examples the dis- 
covery of a bomb planted in a sch- 
ool in Hebron, an explosion in the 
market which injured two Arabs, 
the destruction by the settlers of 
newly-built houses and structures 
in the town, and repeated sho- 
otings at Arabs by the settlers. 

Mr. Qawasmeh accused the Isr- 
aeli government of unwillingness 


to uncover “the criminals" and to 
put an end to tbe violence. 

"If tbe Israeli government was 
really sincere in its investigation it 
would have had formed a gov- 
ernmental committee empowered 
to carry out a real investigation. 
The Israeli government can unc- 
over and arrest the cri min als in 24 
hours if it really wanted," he said. 

Echoing the same views, the act- 
ing mayor of Hebron, Mustafa 
Natshe, was reported by Reuters 
Monday to have said that “they 
(tbe Israelis) will catch those who 
planted' the bomb outside the 
mosque when they catch those 
who blew up tbe mayors." Mr. 
Natshe was obviously referring to 
the 1980 car ambushes as a result 
of which the mayors of the occ- 
upied towns of Nablus and Ram- 
aliah were maimed. 

Until now the Israelis have not 
arrested anybody on these charges 
and the Israeli security police 
claim that they are still inv- 
estigating. 

Mr. Natshe also appealed to 
Israeli occupation autbonu. *n 
stop attacks on Arab residents. 

In a telegram to the Israeli Def- 
ence Ministry, which administers 
occupied territories. Mayor Nat- 
she demanded an end to “Jewish 
aggression against Hebron res- 
idents." 

Further north Monday in the 
main West Bank town of Nablus 
soldiers had to fire teargas to dis- 
perse schoolchildren stoning Isr- 
aeli vehicles and troops. 

Israeli forces later placed a cur- 
few on the central market area of 
Nablus and dosed off a nearby 
Palestinian refugee camp. 

The exiled mayor of Hebron, 
also accused the Israeli gov- 
ernment of backing the violence 
and terrorism practised by the Isr- 
aeli settlers. 

“The Israeli government thinks 
that terrorising the residents of 
Hebron wiQ force our people to 
collaborate with the Village Lea- 
gue lackeys, accept the build-up of 
Israeli settlements and suppress 
the resistance of our people,” Mr. 
Qawasmeh said. 

He expressed confidence that 
“these terrorist techniques" will 
not succeed in driving the res- 
idents of Hebron out of their 
homeland. 


U.S. State Department 
official arrives in Amman 


Qy a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — U.S. Deputy Ass- 
istant Secretary of State for Mid- 
dle Eastern Affairs Robert H. Pel- 
Jetreau arrived in Jordan Monday 
on the first leg of a six -country 
tour in tbe Middle East 
During his three-day stay here, 
Mr. Pelletzeau, who was selected 
earlier this year to replace Amb- 
assador Morris Draper as deputy 
assistant secretary of state, is exp- 
ected to meet with Jordanian off- 
icials to discuss toe latest dev- 
elopments in tbe Middle East. He 
will leave Jordan on Wednesday 
to start a tour of Iraq, Egypt, Leb- 
anon, Syria and Israel. The Ame- 
rican officials’ area of res- 
ponsibility includes these cou- 
ntries. 


Mr. Pelletreau was bom in 
1935. He received a B.A, degree 
from Yale University in 1957 and 
a TJ. R from Harvard University 
in 1961. He then served in the 
U.S. Navy and practised law bef- 
ore joining the State Dep- 
artment in 1962. He was posted to 
Tangier's, Nouakchott, studied 
Arabic and served as political off- 
icer in Amman 1968-1971. 

He was then political officer in 
Algiers, deputy chief of mission in 
Damascus and was named amb- 
assador to Bahrain in 1979. He 
returned to Washington in 1980 
where he worked in the Dep- 
artment of Defence on int- 
ernational security affairs until 
1981 when he returned to the 
Department of State where he was 
responsible for Arabian Pen- 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Reg- 
ent, Foreign Minister Marwan A1 Qasem (left), and 
Royal Court Chief Ahmad A1 Lawzi (to Mr, 


Qasem’s left), Monday confer with the visiting 
vice-president of India, Mr. M. Hidayatullah < Petra 
photo) 


Regent confers with Hidayatullah 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, and the visiting .vice- 
president of India. ~ Hid- 
ayatullah, in a meeting held at the 
Royal Court Monday, discussed 
the situation in tbe Middle East, 
and matters of joint interest to be 
raised at the forthcoming non- 
aligned s ummi t to be held in New 
Delhi. 

Prince Hassan explained to the 
Indian guest the significance of tbe 
Non-Aligned Movement in con- 
tributing to resolving int- 
ernational problems and towards 


world peace and cooperation 
among the developing countries, 
the Jordanian News Agency, 
Pet^ra. said. 

The two leaders also discussed 
relations between Jordan and 
India and ways of strengthening 
bilateral cooperation. 

Attending the meeting from the 
Jordanian side were Royal Court 
Chief Ahmad A1 Lawzi and For- 
eign Minister Marwan A1 Qasem. 
Members of the delegation acc- 
ompanying the Indian vice- 
president and Indian Ambassador 


to Jordan Pyare Lai Santoshi rep- 
resented the Indian side. 

Mr. Hidayatullah hater visited 
the graveyards of the late King 
Abdullah Ibn A1 Hussein, founder 
of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan, and the late King Talal 
Ibn Abdullah, where he read pra- 
yers and placed wreaths. 

Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra'd 
Ibn Zaid accompanied the Indian 
vice-president on the visits. 

Mr. Hidayatullah. accompanied 
by his wife, also visited the Mar- 
tyrs Monument. 


Israel says it is too early 
to talk about pullout accord 


TEL AVIV (R) — U.S. special 
envoy Philip Habib Monday met 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
but Israeli officials played down 
reports that agreement was near 
on withdrawing foreign troops 
from Lebanon. 

Mr. Habib, who is trying to 
speed up withdrawal negotiations, 
arrived from Beirut Monday amid 
reports that he had bridged some 
outstanding differences between 
Israel and Lebanon. 

After Monday’s two-hour mee- 
ting the officials said it was too 
early to talk of an imminent acc- 
ord although Mr. Habib bad suc- 


ceeded in drafting agreements on 
some less contentious issues. 

Negotiations on the withdrawal 
of foreign forces— Israeli, Syrian 
and Palestinian— from Lebanon 
began in early January. 

The officials said there was still 
a serious dispute over Israeli “sec- 
urity" arrangements in tbe South 
Lebanon border zone and nor- 
malisation of relations. 

Israel wants the right to man 
■three early warning posts in the 
zone. Lebanon has rejected this as 
an infringement of its sovereignty. 

Israel also wants bilateral trade 
and open borders from the day a 


withdrawal agreement is signed. 

Israel Radio said one com- 
promise Israel was considering 
was joint Israeli patrols with 
members of the South Lebanese 
militia of Major Saad Haddad, 
which has been armed and trained 
by the Israeli army. 

The officials said Mr. Habib had 
still not received firm as : ranees 
that Syria >vould pull out its troops 
from east and north Lebanon. 

Mr. Habib, sent back to the 
Middle East by President Reagan, 
planned to stay in Israel for sev- 
eral days and had no immediate 
plans to visit Damascus. Israeli 
officials said. 


Newsweek: Reagan may replace Habib 


NEW YORK (R) — President 
Reagan is studying tbe possibility 
of replacing Middle East peace 
negotiator Philip Habib with for- 
mer Secretary of State Henry Kis- 
singer or former President Jimmy 
Carter, Newsweek magazine said 
Sunday. 

He might also call a summit 
meeting with Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Menachem Begin, Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak and 
possibly His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, Newsweek added. 

The magazine, which gave no 
source for its report, said Mr. 
Reagan was considering the 
moves as a dramatic last resort to 
break the current deadlock in the 
Middle East peace process. 

“If all else fails, the Reagan 
administration is studying some 
dramatic manoeuvres. 


“One possibility is to name a 
figure such as Henry Kissinger or, 
perhaps even Jimmy Carter as a 
special Middle East negotiator in 
place of Habib— who is able and 
liked by tbe president but who 
lacks political clout," Newsweek 
said. 

“Another possibility is a sum- 
mit meeting between Reagan. 
Begin, Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and— If be agreed to 
attend— Jordan* 5 King Hussein." 
tbe magazine added. 

Carter to visit Cairo 

} Mr. Carter will arrive in Cairo 
Tuesday for a week-long visit at 
the invitation of tbe Egyptian gov- 
ernment, an Egyptian Foreign . 
Ministry spokesman said Monday. 


Mr. Carter, who was last in 
Egypt for the funeral of President 
Anwar Sadat in October. 1981, 
will have talks with Mr. Mubarak, 
Foreign Minister Kamal Hassan 
Ali and Prime Minister Fuad Moh- 
ieddin, the spokesman added 

Israel Television has said Mr. 
Carter would also pay a visit las- 
ting about a week as guest of 
Prime Minister Begin. 

Mr. Carter was the architect of 
the 1978 Camp David accords 
between Egypt and Israel which 
led to their treaty the following 
year. 

A U.S. embassy spokesman in 
Cairo said the timing of the visit 
had nothing to do with the New- 
sweek report and that Mr. Carter 
would not be in Cairo on any 
commission from the U.S. adm- 
inistration. 


Soviet missiles are not so accurate’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
monitoring of Soviet missile tests 
has shown that Moscow’s nuclear 
arsenal is not nearly accurate or 
reliable enough to destroy Ame- 
rican missile silos in a first strike. 
U.S. intelligence Sources said 
Monday. 

Contradicting the Reagan adm- 
inistration’s case for building cos- 
tly MX missiles, the sources told 
Reuters the monitoring showed 
that, in tbe foreseeable future, 
Soviet missiles would not be able 
to wipe out the existing U.S. Min- 
ute man force. 

A source who.has access to and 
has evaluated the top-secret test 
data said: “Their accuracy isn't 
even within the ballpark (nor- 
mally capable) of being able to= 
launch a first strike against our 
Mmuteman missile silos, not even 
with their large, powerful war-' 
heads.” 

One of the top private weapons 
experts, Kosta Tsipis of the Mas- 


sachusetts Institute of Tec- 
hnology. told Reuters be is about 
to issue a study which also con- 
cludes that the Pentagon has gre- 
atly exaggerated Soviet missile 
accuracy. 

President Reagan and the Pen- 
tagon have warned repeatedly of a 
“window of vulnerability” that 
would allow the Kremlin to launch 
a first strike with highly accurate 
■Intercontinental Ballistic Missile 
(1CBM), destroying U.S. ICBMs. 
m their silos. 

Mr. Reagan says the con- 
troversial 540-billion MX is nee- 
ded to match Soviet ICBM acc- 
uracy, but for two years he has. 
been unable to find a way of dep- 
loying the missiles to protect them 
from a first strike which is acc- 
eptable to Congress and to the mil- 
itary. 1 

■ A source familiar with the Sov- 
iet test data told Reuters it casts 
doubt on the first strike threat and 
the need for the MX. 


He said the data on all tests 
since 1978 of SS-IS and SS-19 
missiles, the most advanced Soviet 
ICBMs, had been gathered by 
U.S. satellites and ground sta- 
tions. They tracked the missiles, 
some of which were fired from a 
site in the Soviet Union north of 
Iran to Kamchatka. Siberia. 

Although the precise Soviet 
targets were not known, he said, 
intelligence monitoring of their 
missile telemetry (radio guidance) 
systems showed the missiles 
“wobbled" excessively and were- 
too inaccurate to hit close enough 
to U.S. silos to destroy the Mm- 
uteman missiles. 

He said Soviet missile accuracy 
was not Hkely to improve dra- 
matically in the foreseeable fut- 
ure. 

Mr. Tsipis said his study, based 
on public data, concluded that the 
Pentagon has stated Soviet missile 
accuracy to be six times better 
than it actually is. 


SAM-5s in Syria 
‘destabilise’ Mideast 
U.S. tells Moscow 


i 


WASHINGTON I R ) — The Uni- 
ted States said Monday it had told 
the Soviet Union it was des- 
tabilising the Middle East by siting 
new anti-aircraft missiles in Syria. 

The siting of the missiles “is a 
sobering anddcstabilisingevent in 
the Middle East and we have so 
stated to the Soviet Union." Sec- 
retary of State George Shultz told 
the Senate Foreign Operations 
Appropriations Subcommittee. 

He said the missiles were man- 
ned by Soviet personnel and 
“there is no indication that we see . 
that they aspire to train Syrians to 
man these weapons." 

Mr. Shultz said the presence of 
the SAM-5 missiles in Syria dem- 
onstrated “the importance of pus- 
hing and pushing hard" U.S. ini- 
tiatives both for withdrawal of Syr- 
ian, Israel and Palestinian forces 
from Lebanon and for an overall 
Middle East peace settlement. 

“The potential destabilising 
impact of the new Soviet missiles 
only emphasises the importance of 
advancing the peace objective 
which we have had all along,*' he 
said. 

Earlier Monday, U.S. Defence 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger said 
Syria had become “just another 
outpost of the Soviet Union" bec- 
ause there were thousands of Sov- 
iet advisers operating missQc bat- 
teries there. 

“Syria has become an outpost of 
the Soviet empire," Mr. Wei- 
nberger said in an interview on 
NBC Television. 

Asked to comment on recent 
U.S. and Israeli reports that Mos- 
cow has installed four batteries of 
SAM-5 missiles in Syria, the first 


time the anti-aircraft weapons 
have been based outside Europe. 
Mr. Weinberger said: "These are 
true facts. These are very effective 
anti-aircraft weapons. 

“Now there are thousands of 
Soviet advisers in Syria.” he said. 
“It (Syria) amounts to just ano- 
ther outpost of the Soviet Union.” 

Israeli military sources say there 
are 4.500 Soviet military advisers 
stationed in Syria. 

Mr. Weinberger said the mis- 
siles. with an operational range of 
300 kilometres which puts them 
within reach of northern Israel 
and U.S. war planes operating in 
the Mediterranean, were “much 
closer than Lhey should be. ..this 
makes the Middle East situation 
more complex." 

Mr. Weinberger also dismissed 
as “total nonsense” an Israeli 
Radio report that Moshe Arens, 
Israel's new defence minister, had 
accused him of siding with the 
Arabs in conflicts with Israel. 

”1 would be surprised if he said 
that,” Mr. Weinberger com- 
mented, noting that he had had a 
cordial meeting with Mr. Arens 
last week before he left Was- 
hington where he was Israels 
ambassador for the past year. 

According to the radio Mr. 
Arens told his first cabinet mee- 
ting that Mr. Weinberger's Arab 
bias stemmed from bis previous 
business connections. 

Mr. Weinberger is a former top 
executive of tne San Francisco- 
based Bechtel corporation, a 
-major engineering firm with ext- 
ensive contracts in Arab cou- 
ntries. 
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Timing for prisoner swap 
expected soon, PLO says 


DAMASCUS (R) — The Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) expects to know within the 
next two days when an exchange 
of prisoners with Israel can take 
place, a senior PLO official said 
Monday. 

Deputy military commander 
Khalil A1 Wazir told reporters in 
Damascus the PLO sought the 
release of some 6.500 Palestinians 
and Lebanese, including 1,000 
held in Israeli jails, in exchange for 
eight Israelis it captured in Leb- 
anon in September. 

Contacts on the prisoner exc- 
hange are being conducted thr- 
ough Austrian Chancellor Bruno 
Kreisky and the Geneva-based 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross. So far only the PLO 


Arafat envoy says Nairobi 
will not restore Israeli ties 


'NAIROBI (R) — A special envoy 
of Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat said Monday be had received 
assurances; from Kenyan officials 
that they would not re-establish 
diplomatic relations with Israel 
until a satisfactory solution was 
found to the Middle East conflict. 

Afif Safieh. who is touring Afr- 
ican capitals to rally support for 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO ) is view of the for- 
thcoming non-aligned conference 
in New Delhi, was speaking to 
newsmen after meeting Kenyan 
foreign ministry protocol chief, 
Dennis Afande and Middle East 
department head Afi Abbas. 


“During our meeting, the Ken- 
yan officials expressed the adm- 
iration of President Daniel arap 
Moi and of the Kenyan people for 
the statesmanship of Mr. Arafat 
and they gave assurances that 
Kenya would not re-establish dip- 
lomatic relations with Israel in 
absence of a satisfactory set- 
tlement of the Mideast crisis in 
conformity with international leg- 
!ality," Mr. Safieh said. 


Kenya broke diplomatic nel- 


I 

! ations with Israel following Org- 
anisation of African Unhy(OAU) ' 
resolutions at the time of the 1973 
Middle East war. 


Avoid controversies, Gandhi 
cautions non-aligned officials 


NEW DELHI (R) — Prime Min- 
ister Indira Gandhi Monday told 
India's delegation to the non- 
aligned conference starting in 
Delhi Tuesday its task was to work 
for consensus, skirting disruptive 
controversies. 

Delegations were arriving 
Monday for the Third World's 
biggest political forum which 
opens at official level Tuesday. 
Foreign Ministers of the 97- 
member movement take over on 
Thursday, and a five-day summit 
begins ■'•a March 7. 

Mrs. Gandhi, who will chair the 
aimmit, said disri mio n S s hould 
get the correct oriental ion from 
the start, concentrating on bro- 


lader issues affecting the mov- 
ie meat tike disarmament and ways 
tof increasing economic coo- 
i peration among developing states. 

India is anxious that the con- 
ference should not be marred by 
potentially divisive topics such as 
who should represent Kampuchea 
Mid the question of a Soviet mil- 
itary withdrawal from Afg- 
hanistan. 

Two camps are lobbying for the 
Vietnam-backed Heng Samrin 
government in Phnom Penh and 
for Prince Norodom Sihanouk's 
anti- Vietn am es e coalition to have 
the Non-Aligned Movement’s 
formal recognition as the Kam- 
puchean government. 


\ 


has revealed any details. , 

Israel last week denied Mr. 
Wazir's statement in an Austrian 
interview that it had agreed to rel- 
ease 800 Palestinians but the PLO 
was insisting on the release of 
1 . 000 . 

Apart from those in Israeli jails, 
the PLO demands the freeing of 
more than 5,400 Palestinians and 
Lebanese detained by Israel at a 
camp in Ansar, southern Leb- . 
anon. I 

Mr. Wazir; popularly known as • 
Abu Jihad, saw the PLO was wai- * 
ting for Israel to finish checking a * 
list of 1,000 Palestinian prisoners 
prepared by the PLO. But he did ' 
'not indicate if Israel had agreed to 1 
the PLO* s conditions. 







. jaJSiB 






iiccessful surgery: A contrast to Italy’s chaos 


By Stnart Harris 

Reuter 

ROME — Doctors predicted a 
short life for Alessandro Bianchi 
when he was born last January 
with a heart tumour, but a speedy 
operation saved him and turned a 
team of surgeons into national 
heroes. 

Within hours of his birth doc- 
tors performed what they said 
was the world's first successful 
heart surgery on a newborn baby. 

The growth, as big as a walnut, 
took up most of Alessandro's left 
ventricle. Doctors at the state-run 
•Fatebenefratelli Hospital where 
he was bora despaired of P re ‘ 
venting it moving to block his 
blood supply. 

Alessandro was rushed to the 
Vatican's Bambino Gesu’ (baby 
Jesus) Children's Hospital, where 
a team of heart surgeons operated 
to remove the growth. 


“Fatebenefratelli called at 
three, the baby arrived at four and 
we had him on the operating table 
at five,’* recalls Dr. Carlo Mar- 
cellettL 38, head of the Car- 
diosurgery Department. 

The speed and success of the 
operation turned Dr. MarceUettfs 
team into celebrities. Their suc- 
cess was in contrast to the normal 
chaos in Italy's understaffed hos- 
pitals. now aggravated by doctors 
protesting at poor pay and con* 
ditions. 

Dr. Marcel letti hand-picked the 
team of three cardiologists, six 
anaesthetists and five surgeons, 
including himself, from the “ brain 
drain” of Italian medical talent he 
met while working in foreign hos- 
pitals. 

He worked in Britain, at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Min- 
nesota and at the University Hos- 
pital in Amsterdam . 


“I assumed 1 was going to spend 
my working life outside Italy, so I 
was over the moon when Bambino 
Gesu' asked me to come and set 
up a child heart surgery dep- 
artment,” he told Reuters in the 
hospital on Janiculum Hill, ove- 
rlooking central Rome. 

His team has since carried out 
1 80 operations with an 83 percent 
survival rate, over half of them on 
babies under one year old and 
almost half of them emergencies. 

Dr. Marcelletti attributes some 
of his team's success to the hos- 
pital's flexible administration: 
“New ideas in state-run hospitals 
often get slowed down in the bur- 
eaucracy, but here we can quickly 
put them into practice.” 

Doctors at Bambino Gesu* have 
the same type of contract as col- 
leagues working for the Italian 
state, but their salaries are not 
taxed since they work “abroad” 


on Vatican territory. 

Founded by an English nob- 
lewoman in the 19th century, the 
hospital was ceded to tfaeHoiySee 
in the Late ran Facts drawn up 
between the Vatican and Mus- 
solini’s fascist administration in 
1929.- 

But while the non-profit mak- 
ing hospital escapes the state bur- 
eaucracy. its income derives ent- 
irely from national health fees per 
patient. 

“We have no guaranteed ann- 
ual budget and only four per cent 
of our patients' fee goes on new 
investments, compared to eight 
per cent in Britain, for example," 
medical superintendent Elio Guz- 
zanti said. 

But he added: “The hospital is 
quite small, with 643 beds, and 
you get a particularly dedicated 
type of person working with chi- 
ldren, which helps to improve eff- 
iciency and commitment.’' 


Toalett Szalon a ‘civilised lavatory 


By Jonathan Lynn 

Reuter 

BUDAPEST — Janos Kiss is no 
ordinary lavatory attendant As 
one of Communist Hungary’s new 
entrepreneurs, he runs his toilets 
as a small business on concession 
from the Budapest Sewerage 
Company. 

He is one of thousands of Hun- 
garians talcing advantage of a law 
introduced last year under the 
country’s 15 -year-old economic 
reform. 

This enabled big public com- 
panies in the service sector to auc- 
tion off concessions on their sma- 
ller units to people- prepared to 
take the risk of running them, in 
the hope of bigger rewards. The 
law has led to the transfer of res- 
taurants, shops — and public 
lavatories — to private control. 

“Mr. Kiss’ “Toalett Szalon” is 


on a prime site in Batthany Squ- 
are, on the banks of the Danube 
opposite the parliament. A con- 
stant flow of -commuters passes 
up and down his stairs; as the squ- 
are is the terminus of the sub- 
urban railway and several bus rou- 
tes, and also has an underground 
railway station. 

Mr. Kiss' assistant, a cheerful 
gypsy in his early twenties named 
Jozef, points out the facilities put 
in by Mr. Kiss which distinguish 
the salon from more run- 
of-the-mill conveniences. 

Mirrors, potted plants and pic- 
tures (including pin-up posters in 
the men's section), lend a wel- 
coming air to the hygienic pre- 
mises, while music from an 
impressive-looking hi-fi system 
soothes the clients. 

Use of the basic facilities costs 
two forints (five cents), and a sho- 
wer is 10 forints (23 cents). Men 


can hire an electric shaver and 
women can use an electric sli- 
mming belt. 

Mr. Kiss told Reuters he had 
previously worked as a. lavotory 
attendant for the sewerage, 
company before going private. 

When the three-year con- 
cession came op for auction last 
July, he won with a bid of 24,500 
forints ($610) a month. “It brings 
in about 40,000 forints ($1,000) a 
month — as much as my old place 
took in a year —but I don’t make a 
big profit,” he said through an int- 
erpreter. 

Mr. Kiss, a quiet man of 34, said 
refurbishing the lavatory after 
winning the contract had cost 
about 100,000 forints ($2,500), 
mostly borrowed. 

“But when the sewerage com- 
pany saw what I had done they 
were gentlemanly enough to give 
me most of the money,” he added. 


Th&sakm is open from S a^L to 
11 pmt. Mr. Kiss comes in after 
taking his two children to. school 
sad stays until ckwin& with a 
break to take the children home. 
. ‘ He said he would like to bipl 
aden the facilities at Batthany 
Square with a nappy-changing 
room and a shop selling toiletries. 

He is also considering all-night 
opening in the summer to aoc- 
-ommodate tourists who arrive at 
the stations or stay at the Roman 
baths campsite just up the sub- 
urban railway. People ' leaving 
late-night discos would also ; wel- 
come a dower, he added. 

“What I've done is make these 
toilets close to what people try to 
create for themselves at home,*' 
be said, explaining the success of 
his salon. 

Hungarian officials say mea- 
sures such as the concession law 
.involve private enterprise rather 
than private ownership. 1 
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hotels in Amman 
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SABASTIA 

RESTAURANT 

KOREAN 

JAPANESE 
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EUROPEAN 

FOOD 

Tel. 665161 62 63 
Ext. 93 


Special Buffet 
On Friday 
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4 STAR HOTEL®. 7*^:.. 
92 ROOM S/E*' 
DtSCO"; 

SW1MING POOL ■ ■ 

COFFEE SHOP , 



Delicious Dinner 
Terrific Show 
And All Night Long- 
Dancing 
Res. 813800 
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* Luncheon Buffet 

Every FRIDAY & SUNDAY 

Tel. 665121/8 
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Feb. 26th 

h Come for □ Jade of seafood 

SHELLFISH 

at Crown patisserie. ™ 

■i Ons of Hie fined restaurant* 
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Special Thursday dinner buffet. 
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TRANSPORTATION 


CLEARANCE 
SHIPPING - TRAVEL & TOURISM 
AIR FREIGHT -PACKING 


Travel A Tourism 


GENERAL SALES AGENTS FOR: 
SAS SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES, 
THAI AIRWAYS 

Tel. 37195, 22324-5-6-7-B-9 
Tlx. 21212, 21520, 21634 
P.O. Box: 7806, AMMAN 


WASSIM 

RENT-A-CAR 




- short 

& long 
term 

Tel. 44579-43515 J 
_ Cameo Hotel 
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CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

WORLDWIDE 

Specialistsinlocal & international 
removals 

shipping & forwarding (air, land, sea) 

* storage ‘packing "crating 
’clearing ’door-to-door service 

CROWN INTERNATIONAL EST. 
Amman - Jabal Hussein - Firas Circle 

Tel. 664090 Tlx. 22205 BESMCO JO 
Aqaba Tel. 5778 
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call: Jordan Press Foundation 
Tel. 667171 


MISCELLANEOUS 


qp HK 

INTERCONTINENTAL 

HOTEL 

CONTACT LENS 
CENTER 

EYES EXAMINED 
CONTACT LENSES 

Seven days a week 

Amman, Tel- 42043. 


ABSOLUTELY 


The Best 
Optician 
in Town 
Optikos 


Intercontinental Hotel 

Moderate Prices 

Same Day Delivery 

Tel. 42043 



•V . '•* 


soanainavicn' * 

dhow room 

. living rooms 
.dining rooms 
.pearoom secs 
.wall unics 
. lighting Fixtures 
, cluD s nor children 

modem acneh design 
Feather upholstery 
tax-Fnee if applicable 

tel 603890 

CM aeFence Street Theyouthf^stylewithaiiesetothe 


RESTAURANTS 


MANDARIN CHINESE RESTAURANT 

AMMAN AND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandjarin cuisines and take away 
For quick lunch: 1 Soup 1 main dish, 

1 rice 1 tea or spft drink JD 2 

_ Fully airbonditioned _ _ . _ 

Amman AQABa 

Tel. 661922 P.O. Box 9676 Tel. 4633 P :0 - Box 598 

Wadi Saqra Road : Am"™ 1 Roa< J 

Near Holiday Inn Hotel Near the, Main C.rcle 


OMERO 


The Italian Restaurant 

12:30 — 3:30 
6 JO — midnight 

Jabal Amman, _3rd Circle 

' tel: 44227 

Closed orv Mondays 


Stop Here Once ... 

& You ‘II Come Jfgain 

Abu Nawwas Bar 


Happy Hour i 
From 7 io 8 P.m 
Drinks half price 



•Ja Restaurant i 

^ TAFVtfAN % 
TOURISMO 


a want 


esfaui 

vJrij 


Opp. AkBdh Maternity Hos- 
pital, 3rd Circle, Jabai 
Amman: Tei. 41093. 

Try our special ‘FLAMING 
POT - fondue or Peking Duck 
on your next visit Take-Away 
orders welcome. 

Welcome & Thank you. 


AQABA 


Halu Inn Hold. Jahai Amman 
Near KhiijiUi Hospital 

Tel. 43106, 43856 


Miramar 



New ?? New ?? . * * « 

Oriental Restaurant 
Korean - Japanese - Chinese 
Best food 
you ever taste ! 

Aqaba, Tel. 4339/41 
TLX 62275 JO 


membership x 
At the Holiday Inn. 
Aqaba 

tennis court 


please contact -m- ■ : ‘ 

T«l. 2427 (04} /i . ‘ 'M- • ■ - 


THE AQABA AQUAMARINA 
HOTEL-CLUB 

OFFERS YOU ON THE BEACH FLOOR 
A SPECIAL OFFER 

SINGLE ROOM: JO 7 .500 
REGULAR PRICE: JO 14.260 
DOUBLE ROOM: JO 9.000 
REGULAR PRICE: JD 17.640 
ALL ROOMS WITH T.V.. MINI BAR 
& VIDEO (TILL 2 AM.) 

THE ONLY PLACE WHERE YOU CAN 
ENJOY ALL WATER SPORTS 
ACTIVITIES 

FOR MORE INFORMATIONS AND 
RESERVATIONS PUEASE DO CALL 
USs TEL. 4333/413/8 TLXj 62249 
AQIJAMA JO. 


OPTIKOS„SHAMI 
OPTO Y1ETRISTS 
Aqaba, Tel. 4446 


O.D. 


till Cl 4~.i5t.ll 


RESTAURANT CHINA 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
•near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

6:30 pjn. - Midnight 

Tel- 38968 
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Regent meets AFJ 
at Royal Court 


AMMAN {Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the- Regent received at the Royal 
Court Monday the members of the 
Arab Federation of Jurists (AFJ) 
roriently meeting in Amman. 

Addressing the jurists. Prince 
Hassan asserted the need to utilise 
the law in serving and defending 
Arab 'issues and causes. Prince 
Hassan said we should devote spe- 
cial Attention to the legal status of 
the Israeli occupation of the occ- 
upied' Arab territories and to exp- 
ose the illegitraacy of this occ- 
upation. Crown Prince Hassan cal- 
led op the jurists to devote more 
tune to an objective analysis of 
the humanities, which focus an 
urgent human issues. 

Speaking about the Arab Tho- 
ught Forum, Prince Hassan said 


the forum had a vital role to play in 
undertaking studies to help the 
decision-makers of the Arab 
World. He also called for the bri- 
dging of the gap between decision 
makers, intellectuals and res- 
earchers in the Arab World. 

President of the Jord ania n Jur- 
ists Association (JJA) Adib Hal- 
aseh earlier made a speech exp- 
laining the reason for convening 
the meeting in Jordan. AFJ 
Secretary-General Shabib Al 
Mallei also made a speech exp- 
laining the goals and activities of 
the AFJ in serving Arab causes. 

The Sth session of the meeting 
of the permanent bureau of the 
AFJ began in Amman last Sat- 
urday with representatives from 
12 Arab countries attending. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Monday received members of the Arab Fed- 
eration of Jurists at the Royal Court (Petra photo) 


Supply Ministry pegs 


Meeting regulates clothing sales 


price of wheat flour 


AMMAN (Petra) — Supply Min- 
ister Ibrahim -Ayyoub issued a 1 
decree Monday fixing the con- 
sumer price of wheat flour (zero 
type) at 70 fils per kilogramme. 

According to the decree, those 
overcharging will be penalised 
according, to the law. 

Commenting on . the decree. 
Supply Miniary officials, who are 
responsible for importing the 
flour, said the aim of the decree is 
to enable' the consumers to buy 
small quantities of flour at rea- 
sonable prices rather than having 


to buy in bulk from the ministry's 
warehouses or flour mills. The 
ministry's warehouses will still be 
able to sell larger quantities of 
flour.they said. 

Mr. Ayyoub also issued another 
decree according under which 
school stationary will be cat- 
egorised as supply materials for 
the purpose of import and export 
licences. This means that the pri- 
ces will rise as import duties will be 
charged. The two decrees will 
comyrnito force on March 1, 1983. 



Travel agents’ 
course ends 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Fourteen rep- 
resentatives of Jordanian travel 
agencies Sunday concluded a 
one-week advanced training cou- 
rse in management techniques 
special to the airline industry and 
on the international application 
of tariffs. 

The course was conducted at 
the. Intercontinental HoteLby Mr.. 
J. Buhrmcstcr .of the Lufthansa 
training centre hi FrankfurL . 


olar heater 


project studied 

AMMAN (Petra) — The solar 
energy section at the Royal Sci- 
entific Society (RSS) is currently 
conducting a field study with a 
view to manufacturing solar hea- 
ters in Morocco. This project is 
being jointly explored with a 
Moroccan finn and the hope is to 
establish a plant with a productive 
capacity of 1 5.000* solar heaters 
per year. .*■ ’ . ” 


LADY TO SHARE' HOUSE RENT 

Serious SECRETARY looking for a job in EMBASSY and likes to pay 
and share rent with a serious foreign lady. She is very good in cooking and 
cares for extra typing work. 

CALL CARE OF 25427 
from 9-12 a-m. 


TODAY TODAY 

RAINBOW CINEMA 

LOVE AND BULLETS 
Charles Bronson, Jill Ireland, Rod Steiger. 



AMMAN 1 Petra) — Industry and 
Trade Ministry Under-Secretary 
Mohammad Saleh Al Hourant 
met Monday representatives of 
the federation of the Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce and 
ready-cloth salesmen. 

The meeting decided that sales 
of ready-made clothes should not 
be staged more than twice a year, 
and that the duration of each sale 
should be no longer than one 
month, and that the reduction of 
prices during the sale period sho- 
uld not be less than 20 per cent. 


The aim of this arrangement is to 
ensure that sale-time reductions 
are real and not devices to deceive 
the public. 

Mr. Hourani also held dis- 
cussions with the visiting Tunisian 
economic delegation on ways of 
strengthening economic and trade 
relations between the two cou- 
ntries. They talked about how best 
to implement the trade protocol 
signed between the two countries 
in 1982. and particularly how 
goods could be traded free from 


customs duties. 

Agreement was reached to 
maintain contacts in order to exp- 
and economic and trade coo- 
peration. including the exchange 
of a commercial delegation from 
the public and private sectors with 
the aim of acquainted the two 
countries with each other's pro- 
ducts. The visiting Tunisian del- 
egation includes the Director of 
the Exports Centre Najib Ihn 
Milad and Director of Industry at 
the National Economy Ministry 
Qawmi Musa' id. 


Cairo decision increases 


Finance team 


bank’s capital by $75m 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab African International Bank (AAIB) 
has decided to increase its capital from S 1 25 million to $200 million. 
Finance Ministry Under-Secretary Abdul Majid Qasem Nasser, who 
returned to Amman from Cairo Sunday, said. 

Dr. Nasser represented the Jordanian treasury at the meeting of 
the ordinary and extraordinary sessions of the general assembly of 
the bank. 

In a statement to the Jordan Times. Dr. Nasser said that, in view of 
the great expansion in the bank's activities and the need to strike a 
balance between capital equity and the financial structure, the gen- 
eral assembly decided to increase the bank's capital by the said 
amount,.. ....... - . 

The increase in the capi!aFwltf*Be p^iThy^tW gowriiraents of 
IpgypL Kuwa|c Jordan, Iraq, Algeria. Qatar and Saudi and 
Jordanian financial institutions. The activities of the bank, its sub- 
sidaries, affiliated banks and representative offices cover the con- 
tinents of Europe, America, Asia and Africa. 

The general assembly approved the bank’s consolidated financial 
statement and that of the banks affiliated with the group. The net 
profit of the group for 1982 totalled S37 million. 


returns from 
Rabat 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jor- 
danian delegation to the meeting 
of the first seminar of the ins- 
titutions financing development 
projects in the Arab World ret- 
urned to Amman from Rabat 
Sunday at the end of its throe-days 
of meetings. 

The seminar was organised by 
the Arab. Development Fund in 
cooperation with the Moroccan 
government and was attended by 
representatives from68 financial^ 
institutions in the Arab WorldT 

Jordan presented a plan to the 
seminar to establish an association 
for specialised financial ins- 
titutions in the Arab World. 


BAEC leaves after ‘successful’ visit 


By Margi Bryant 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The. British Agr- 
icultural Export Council (BAEC) 
concluded Monday its first-ever 
trade mission to Jordan, described 
by Chief Executive John Tho- 
rneloe as “very successful”. 

The mission, which had also vis- 
ited Iraq, included representatives 
from ten British companies pro- 
ducing agricultural inputs ranging 
from trailers and farm buildings to 
improved seeds, veterinary med- 
icines and agrochemicals. Around 
half the companies already had 
well-established links with Jor- 
dan, while half were relative new- 
comers. 

“Jordan isn’t seen by British 
agro-industry as a big potential 



John Thorneloe 

market, compared to the oil- 
producing countries," John Tho- 
rneloe told Lhe Jordan Times, “but 
that view has to be balanced aga- 
inst other factors. . 


“Jordan’s central geographical 
position and good com- 
munications with other Middle 
Eastern countries mean that if 
products are doing well here, nei- 
ghbouring countries will get to 
hear about it. 

“This ripple effect is reinforced 
by the fact that Jordanian agr- 
iculturalists rate very highly in. 
terms of expertise, and their opi- 
nion is valued throughout the 
Arab World. Companies who take 
a long-term view of business pos- 
sibilities are therefore very int- 
erested in getting into the Jor- 
danian market." 

British companies already acc- 
ount for 24 per cent of all the agr- 
ochemicals Jordan imports, and 
16 per cent of all the veterinary 
medicines. 


Am mil n 

AVirriott H°tfl 


OfcJjLo jLrvt 


Take your guests 
to a hotel tonight 


For dinner, of course. 

It used to be that the best restaurant In town 
was always at the best hotel. 

The Marriott Hotel is reviving 
the tradition with their ft] WaliflKL 

Ybu’Il dine on the 
finest imported U-S- beef, English 
lamb,dover sole, Dutch veal 
and the most sinful desserts 
all artfully served in the 
most elegant surrou- 
ndings- 

Surprise your guests 
with dinner at the Marriott Hotel. 
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NCC appoints Shreidah 


AMMAN (Petra) — The National Consultative Council (NCC) elected 
Monday Abdul Majid Shreidah as second deputy chairman of the 
NCC unopposed. The position became vacant after NCC member 
Abdul Raouf Al Rawabdeh was appointed mayor of Amman. 


At the session held Monday, 
under the chairmanship of the first 
deputy of the NCC Kamel Al Daj- 
ani, the NCC discussed the fin- 
ancial and administrative com- 
mittees three draft laws. They foc- 
used on the ratification of the loan 
agreements: for financing the 
Aqaba thermal power station con- 
cluded between Jordan and the 
OPEC Fund for International 
Development; for the Zarqa 
water and sewerage project con- 
cluded between Jordan and the 
World Bank, and between Jordan 
and Lhe Arab Fund for Economic 
and Social Development to fin- 
ance the agricultural credit project 
to develop small farms in the Jor- 
dan Valley. 

The NCC also heard the gov- 
ernment’s views on two proposals 


referred to the government by the 
NCC in previous sessions. The 
first was on establishing a fodder 
plant in the city of Ma’an, which 
the government approved. The 
plant will be constructed by the 
private sector after its economic 
viability has been established. 

The second proposal involved 
the irrigation of land falling bet- 
ween Mukhaybeh and the eastern 
Ghor Canal. Prime Minister Ba- 
dran said that the Mukhaybeh 
Canal will be ready next month to 
pump water to irrigate certain 
areas in the Jordan Valley. He said 
land falling below the level of the 
latter canal will also be irrigated. 

The NCC also discussed two 
decisions taken by the social and 
educational committee on social 


CAEU adopts long-term 
planning, says Kaddouri 


AMMAN (Petra) — Secretary- 
General of the Council of Arab 
Economic Unity (CAEU) Fakhri 
Kaddouri has said that the Arab 
Economic and Social Council has 
decided to adopt overall long- 
term planning in implementing 
joint Arab projects. This step, as 
part of the plans to achieve Arab 
economic integration especially in 
food self sufficiency, is an exp- 
ression of the gains to be made 
from the overall coordination of 


these projects. Kaddouri said. 

Dr. Kaddouri was speaking on 
his return to Amman from Tunis 
after attending the 34th ordinary 
session of (he council. He said the 
decision is of great practical sig- 
nificance, and that a working party 
will be formed to commission fea- 
sibility studies for the proposed 
joint Arab projects. He said the 
council discussed the steps which 
should be taken to implement the 
decision. 


GDR reception marks 
Leipzig Spring Fair 


By Ara Voskian 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A reception was held 
by the embassy of the German 
Democratic Republic, to mark 
this year’s Leipzig Spring Fair, at 
the Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce building Monday. 

The reception was attended by 
Mr. HamdiTabba'a. the president 
of the Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce, the 
ambassador to the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic and a large num- 
ber of Jordanian businessmen. 

The embassy's commercial 
counsellor. Mr. Helmut Mo- 
osees. in his opening speech wel- 
comed all those who were present 
and briefed them on the Leipzig 
Spring Fair. 

The Leipzig Spring Fair will 
begin on March 13 and will con- 


tinue for one week, during which 
100 countries will be represented 
by 9,000 participants who will dis- 
play and demonstrate a huge var- 
iety of products to potential buy- 
ers. 

The first Leipzig Spring Fair 
was held in 1950, and ever since 
the Leipzig fair has been staged 
twice annually in spring and in 
autumn. ... 

"Every year more countries are 
participating in the Leipzig fair,” 
the councellor said, "Leipzig has 
become a centre for east-west 
trade.’’ 

According to the councellor. 
although many Arab countries 
- will pa rt icipa te in this year* s spring 
fair. Jordan will not be present. 
But he is hopeful thaL there will be 
a Jordanian presence at the Lei- 
pzig Autumn Fair, which this year 
will be held in September. 


U.K. gives £5m to UNRWA 
to help Palestinian refugees 


LONDON (London Press Ser- 
vice) — Britain's annual grant to 
assist Palestinian refugees in need 
will be £5 million this year ( 1 983 ) 
the Overseas Development Adm- 
inistration announced on 24 Feb- 
ruary. 

As in previous years the money 
will be given directly to the United 


Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) which is responsible 
for the provision of facilities to the 
estimated two million Palestinians 
in need of help. Educational fac- 
ilities. including primary and sec- 
ondary schooling and vocational 
training, are regarded as the pri- 
ority need. 


development in Jordan. lhe 
committee hud recommended ih.il 
a meeting be held between social 
workers to discuss how to improve 
services and how best to coo- 
rdinate voluntary efforts in rel- 
ation to the full time workforce. 

The NCC approved these two rec- 
ommendations. 

The NCC' continued discussion j 
of the traffic draft law and app- t 
roved article OS which defines i lie £ 
penalties that should be imposed 
in case of traffic regulation vio- 
lations. The article stipulates dial t . 
anyone: driving a vehicle without ■ 
a driver's licence: under the inf- i 
luencc of alcohol or drugs: failing t 
io nitlify (he closest police station » 
after a cur accident : using a forget. I u 
licence plate or disregarding tra- J 
ffic signals, will be penalised by a : 
minimum of. seven days and a max- i 
imum of three months imp- c 
risen men L or a minimum fine > 
ranging from JD 50 to JD 2* hi. t 


Hassan gives 
road safety 
suggestions 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, has sent a message to 
Health Minister Zuhair Malhas in 
his capacity us president o( the 
Jordanian Society for the Pre- 
vention of Road Accidents pra- 
ising his efforts and those of the 
society to curb road accidents. 

Prince Hassan called in his let- 
ter for cooperation between soc- 
iety and the media, particularly 
television, in accident prevention. 

In particular the Prince urged a 
weekly programme, showing the 
most serious accidents taking 
place during the previous week 
accompanied by interviews with 
the victims and the perpetrators of 
the accidents, to he screened. The 
letter also calls on drivers to par- 
ticipate in seminars to be org- 
anised for this purpose, and to all- 
ocate awards and medals to.ihc 1 0 
best drivers. 

The society has decided to form 
a committee including rep- 
resentatives of the society and the 
.traffic department to study Prince 
Hassan's letter and to implement 
its contents in cooperation with 
'the concerned authorities. 


Talal dam 
tanks up 

JERASH (Petra) — Due to the 
recent heavy rainfall, the King 
Talal Dam has been completely . 
filled. Jordan Valley Authority I 
(JVA) officials announced. ; 

The JVA spokesman said the 
water stored in the dam up to ' 
Monday morning amounted to 4S 
million cubic metres out of the 
total capacity of 5b million cubic ! 
metres. 


Alia Folk Dance Troupe departs for UAE 
organised week of Jordan cultural events 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Twenty-four 
dancers and musicians and an 
Alia, the Royal Jordanian Airline, 
representative left for Dubai 
Monday to perform at a “Jordan 
Week" celebration, to be staged in 
various international hotels in the 
Gulf, which is being organised by 
the UAE Ministry of Information 
and the Dubai office of Alia. 

The Alia Folk Dance Troupe 
was invited to participate in the 
“Jordan Week" festivities taking 
place in Sharjah. Dubai, AJ ‘Ain, 
Abu Dhabi at hotels and Jor- 
danian social clubs in the Gulf. 

The programme will consist 
completely of Jordanian songs and 
dances, performed in the regional 
costumes of Jordan, including 


those originating from Ramiha. 
Ma'an, Adwan and other bedouin 
regions. Live music will be pro- 
vided by the group's own mus- 
icians using authentic instruments 
such as flute, 'oud, tabla. rababa. 
violin and the back pipe. 

This is the third outside eng- 
agement in which the Alia Folk 
Dance Troupe, which was formed 
in 1980. have appeared. Pre- 
viously, it was invited to the Net- 
herlands and France. The group 
was originally formed to con- 
tribute to other efforts being made 
to promote Jordan's cultural and 
tourist attractions abroad, as well 
as to provide a regular opp- 
ortunity for Alia employees and 
others who enjoy folklore dancing 


as a hobby. The troupe carries out 
its regular training at the Haya 
Arts Centre in Amman. 

Although half the Jordanian 
group is composed of Alia emp- 
loyees. the resi are either emp- 
loyed elsewhere, or. are still stu- 
dents. In addition to the 24 per- 
formers en route to the UAE. the 
group also includes newcomers 
who are perfecting their tec- 
hniques for future performances, 
totalling a working group of 40. 

After returning from the UAE 
on March 8. the Alia Folk Dance- 
Troupe is expected io appear in 
the Netherlands' "Holland Fes- 
tival”. at the University of Utah in 
the USA, and at various events 
and occasions in Jordan. 



Some members of th? Alia Folk Dance Troupe who events being staged throughout the United Arab 
are participating in a “Jordan Week" of cultural Emirates (Jordan Times photo) 
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Something is needed 


THE current deadlock in the Middle East 
peace process is not due to Philip Habib's lack 
of political clout, nor would bis replacement, 
as U.S. President Reagan's Middle East neg- 
otiator by either Former President Jimmy 
Carter or Former Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger, produce the right medicine for this 
area's troubles. 

Washington knows, and so do we, that its 
problem with the Israeli government has not 
lately been merely a clash of personalities. If 
the Reagan administration realises this but 
does not want to tackle it seriously however, 
Americans can go on shuffling -their cards 
when their poker game with the Israelis is alr- 
eady lost. 

It is a universally accepted fact nowadays 
that no amount of tension between the U.S. and 
Israel could result in a clash of interests bet- 
ween the two “strategic allies”. Even if they 
bad serious differences over the shape of the 


West Bank or the Gulf of Mexico, they would 
still manage to meet half-way in Washington. 

Given this reality, we Arabs are told that 
there is one of two options: either go it with the 
Americans and hope for the best or risk sol- 
itary confinement anywhere outside “Eretz 
Israel". This may be a tough offer, but one that 
has been taken or rejected according to need. 


Israel seems to know what it wants— the land 
and all. Reagan or Kissinger or what not. 
Begin and government would not concede an 
inch of the occupied territories. 

It looks like only the Arabs are in a dilemma. 
If we believe w hat we are told, we risk com- 
promising our own convictions and an other- 
wise brighter future. If we do not. being fully 
aware of our enemy's intentions, we have to 
present the alternative. Times are bad, and 
that's why something must be dooe to change 
them. 


JORDAN’S ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i: Algeria, Morocco talks revitalise pan-Arabism 


The summit meeting, held at an Algerian border 
village, between King Hassan of Morocco and the 
Algerian President Chadli Benjedid is an enc- 
ouraging sign promising a great improvement in 
relations between the two states which can only 
have positive repurcussion for pan - Arab isra. 

The move by the leaders is testimony to the fact 
that all longstanding differences in the Arab World 
can be solved through talks. It also demonstrates 
that inter- Arab conflicts, which sometime turn into 
armed hostilities, are temporary ones, and can eas- 
ily be resolved if common Arab interests are given 
precedence. 

The Moroccan-Algerian differences exhausted 


much of the two countries' resources and diverted 
their potential which could more effectively be exp- 
loited to attain pan-Arab aims. Such differences 
of course- gave the enemies of the Arab Nation 
the opportunity to achieve their goals at the exp- 
ense of the Arab people and its territory. 


The Arab citizen, who has larged to see Arab 
solidarity now looks to the Rabat summit as a nat- 
ional step of great importance, and no matter what 
the final outcome of the Algerian- Moroccan con- 
tact is. they are certainly an important step on the 
long path to regaining Arab unity and solidarity in 
the face of such threatening external dangers. 


Al Dustour: Maghreb raprochement will help rally Arabs together 


The first meeting between King Hassan of Morocco 
and the Algerian President Chadli Benjedid topk 
place at the Algerian border village of" Aqid Lutfi” 
Sunday. The summit was held after seven years of 
hostilities between the two countries, which as a 
result have suffered great losses in the armed cla- 
shes in the Western Sahara. 

It is hoped that the spirit of brotherhood in arms 
which prevailed during the years of struggle for 
independence will characterise the new relations in 
peace between the two sides. North .African Arabs 
arc capable of contributing tremendously to the 
common Arab struggle against the continued Zio- 
nist threat, and the tireless aggressive practices 
perpetrated against Arab rights throughout its 
homeland. 

The increased mutual understanding between 


the two Arab countries is the outcome of the cal- 
abre which is characteristic of the leaderships of 
Morocco and Algeria; however Arab mediation, 
particularly by Saudi Arabia and Tunisia, must 
have had a great impact on the quality of contacts 
between the two countries. Such a role is greatly 
desired in other parts of the Arab World as well 


The Lebanese crisis, which is being exacerbated 
by inter- Lebanese hostilities, in particular can gre- 
atly benefit from such initiatives. Likewise the Iraqi 
losses in a war perpetrated by the Iranian agg- 
ressors could be alleviated given similar attention. 


The positive step made by the Algerian and 
Moroccan leaderships should instigate a new Arab 
effort to settle differences and rally forces among 
all Arab countries. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Arabs, U.S. must support Lebanon’s independence 


The Lebanese negotiators are confronted with an 
Israeli attempt continue their presence in southern 
Lebanon through the recognition of their proxy 
renegade Major Sa'ad Haddad and his forces. 

The Israeli campaign, launched by Haddad's for- 
ces, to drive Palestinians out of southern Lebanese 
cities and villages is another step characterising the- 
touch Israeli stand at the tripartite negotiations. 
Even the U.S. attempts to reach a compromise 
position in the negotiations are faced by Israel's 
persistence in maintaining a military presence in 


Lebanon. 

The firm stand adopted by the Lebanese gov- 
ernments deserve to be adequately supported by all 
Arab countries. Lebanon must not be forced to 
compromise its sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and its Arab allegiance. But if Israel is left with a 
carte blanche to establish its de facto occupation of 
Lebanese territories, this will reveal that the U.S.’s 
stand in any future negotiations on the West Bank 
and Gaza will be ineffective, and subject to the 
whim of the Israeli extremists. 


Finns turning conservative 


By Martin Summer hill 

Reuter 


HELSINKI — A decline of the 
divided Communist Party and 
possible entry into the gov- 
ernment of the Conservative Nat- 
ional Coalition party may be the 
most notable results of Finland's 
general election next month. 

The National Coalition, nom- 
inally rightwing but which sees its- 
elf as centrist, has for decades 
been excluded from power, partly 
for fear of upsetting the Soviet 
Union. Find land" s dominating 
eastern neighbour. But the cou- 
ntry’s increasing urbanisation and 
swelling middle class have boosted 
the Conservatives’ support, and 
opinion polls show they may win 
close to 50 seats in the voting on 
March 20-21 for the 200-membcr 
Eduskuma (.parliament). 

Hits would reaffirm the Nat- 
ional Coalitionists' second place 
behind the Social Democrats, who 
are expected to win nearly 60 
seats, and would increase pre- 
ssures for them to join in a ruling 
alliance. 

The big issue is whether they 
can overcome their persistent ant- 
agonisms and agree to lead the 
strong government which will be’ 
needed to tackle the country's 
mounting economic difficulties. 
The Communist-dominated Peo- 
ple's Democratic League left the 
current mulri-party government at 
the start of this year after voting in 
parliament against the 1983 def-' 
.ence budget approved by its other 
members- 


Split since 1966 into a majority 
mainstream wing, which further 
south would be called Eur- 
ocoramunisi. and a powerful Sta- 
linist faction, the communist show 
no sign of ending their dissension. 


Doctrinal concessions 


The hardliners, who retain con- 
trol of some party organs as well as 
the vice-chairmanship, blame its 
decline on doctrinal concessions, 
and their supporters intend to 
stand against majority candidates 
in some constituencies. 

The polls predict that the lea- 
gue, which also contains some Soc- 
ialists, may drop half a dozen of 
the 35 scats it currently holds. 
Analysts agree that any further 
decline in its popular support 
would make it less attractive as a 
partner in the next government. 
Exclusion of the Communists 
would greatly enhance the cha- 
Qces of a broadly-based .alliance 
between the Social Democrats, 
the National Coalition Parry and 
the Centre Party. 

The polls show the agrarian- 
based Centre Party, long the pivot 
'between right and left in par- 
liament. may retain about 40 seats 
in its newly-forged alliance with 
the tiny liberal group. 

A government with a strong 
parliamentary majority will be 
□ecessaiy to combat inflation, cur- 
rently above nine per cent, une- 
mployment, expected to rise lOj 
seven per cent this year, and inc- 
reasing national debt. The eco- 
nomy seems likely to dominate the 


campaign, with few indications 
that foreign policy, which mainly 
concerns keeping on good terms 
with the Soviet Union, will enter 
the picture. 

In any event, foreign affairs are 
Strictly the province of President 
Mauno Koivisto, who does not 
face an election until 1988 and 
who is slicking to the policy of 
cooperation with the Soviet Union 
conducted for a quarter of a cen- 
tury by Dr. Urho Kekkonen until 
he retired last year. 


Trade to the West 


The next government is likely to 
concentrate on promoting sales to 
the West. Finland’s major trading 
outlet. Trade with the Soviet 
Union, which accounts for about 
25 per cent of exports and imp- 
orts. seems likely to mark time or 
even decline in value following the 
drop in the price of oil, Finland’s 
major purchase from its eastern 
neighbour. 

Personalities are not likely to 
figure largely in the coming ele- 
ctions. The chairman of the Nat- 
ional Coalition Party, llkka Suo- 
minen. is not even in parliament, 
and more than half of the Finns 
questioned in a recent poll exp- 
ected incumbenr Social Dem- 
ocratic Prime Minister Kalevi 
Sorsa. 52. to retain his post 

The same poll showed that only 
a quarter actually preferred Mr. 
Sorsa as government leader, about 
the same rating as that gained by 
his party, but far more than that 
scored by any other politician. 


A time for statesmanship 


By Rami G. Khouri 



Rarely Has the Middle East seen 
such a number of apparently con- 
flicting signals about the pos- 
sibilities of progress towards a 
negotiated peace settlement. On 
die surface of things, it would 
seem that we have a bad deadlock 
among the three principal parties 
— the United States. Israel and 
Che Arabs, but more particularly 
the Palestinians and their chosen 
leadership, the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO). The 
Israelis, in their current mil- 
itaristic mode, have to be left on 
the sidelines for a while. They are 
obviously unwilling to make any 
gesture towards reconciliation 
with the Palestinians, and offer 
only the prospect of Palestinian 
autonomy as a transitional phase 
towards a more permanent aut- 
onomy under Israeli control. Lea- 
ving out Israel for a moment, we 
are left with the Arabs and the 
Americans. 

The Palestine National Council 
(PNC) resolutions in Algiers last 
week were highly consistent with 
past PNC trends and style — mov- 
ing yet another step towards open 


declaration of an intention to live 
in peace with an Israeli state, yet 
couching such a step in vague lan- 
guage. "ITiere is no doubt that the 
PNCs endorsement of the Fez 
Arab summit resolutions of last 
autumn is a significant advance. If 
the PNC is imprecise about rec- 
ognising the state of Israel, one 
asks: Where is the corresponding 
Israeli recognition of Palestinian 
rights? Where is the American 
recognition of Palestinian rights? 
If the Palestinians offer a sub-- 
staat ive vagueness, the Israeli and 
the Americans offer much less. 
And, isn't it yet another display of 
crude American double-standards 
to point to deliberate Palestinian 
vagueness as a sign of weakness 
and indecision, but to justify 
American-inspired vagueness as 
'•constructive ambiguity” that is 
necessary for peace? On whom is 
the joke? 

I think, nevertheless, that there 
are some heartening signs on the 
horizon, particularly in Arab- 
A meri can dynamics. The sta- 
tement by President Reagan the 
other day that *‘we can't go on 


with these people (the Pal- 
estinians) in not providing som- 
ething in the nature of a hom- 
eland,” gets my nomination for 
the Global Vagueness Award for 
1983. Yet, behind the vagueness 
there could be a more substantive 
Americas urge to deal with the 
Palestinian issue in a forthright 
and honest manner. This was ind- 
icated by the statement a few days 
later by U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz that the United 
States rejected the Israeli pro- 
position that the Palestinians can 
'have their homeland in Jordan: he 
asserted that the core issue in the 
Middle East is the "legitimate' 
rights and aspirations of the Pal- 
estinian people.” 

It is interesting to contrast these 
two statements with earlier Ame- 
rican declarations on the Middle 
East, at the start of the Reagan 
presidency. Gone are the exc- 
essive obsessions with Russians: 
gone are the simplistic theories of 
Israel as the most important Ame- 
rican strategic interest between 
Morocco and Pakistan. The Ame- 
rican ability to foe os more pre- 


cisely on the Palestinian issue is an 
encouraging sign, and we arc see- 
ing indications from the PLO and 
the other key Arab states, namely 
Jordan, that an American gesture 
of goodwill and fairness would 
always be reciprocated. When the 
Reagan initiative was offered on 
September l , the Arabs countered 
with the Fez summit resolution. 
PLO has since endorsed the Fez 
resolution, and given serious con- 
sideration to the Reagan ini- 
tiative; and senior PLO leaders' 
are now stating in interviews that 
the PLO would support the Rea- 
gan initiative if the United States 
endorsed the principle of self- 
determination for the Pal- 
estinians. Mr. Reagan replies that 
"these people” need something 
"in the nature of a homeland”. 

Something is going on here that 
needs to be encouraged and nur- 
tured. The motives for whatever is 
happening are complex, and var- 
ied. Nevertheless, it should be 
obvious that prospects for an 
A merican- Arab understandingon 
progress towards a negotiated 
peace are improving slowly yet 


surely. One should also rem- 
ember, however, that we are still 
in the realm of words. There arc 
no signs yet that. the American 
verbal stumblings towards a more 
coherent policy on the Palestinian 
issue wfl] be translated into action. 


The mere feet, however, that the 
United States secs Palest inian leg- 
itimate rights and aspirations as 
the core of the problems of the 
area and talks of the need for som- 
ething in the nature of a homeland 
suggests that the United States 
leadership is engaged in som- 
ething in the nature of an int- 
ellectual and moral reformation. 

Were the blood of Sabra and Sha- 
ll la and the apparently 
American-sanctioned destruction 
and occupation of south Lebanon 
too much for the American con- 
science to handle? If the signs we 
have bad from Washington ind- 
icate a more serious American 
desire to deal with the Palestinian 
issue, the prospects for an equally 
serious Arab response are good. If 
there is statesmanship in the air, 
this is the time to exercise it. 
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Agreement on verification might set precedence 


By Tom Heneghan 

Reuter 


GENEVA — The United States 
and the Soviet Union, wary of pos- 
sible cheating on future arms lim- 
itation pacts, have gebun sounding 
each other out on how to prevent 
it- Before the United Nations 
Committee on Disarmement here, 
the superpowers this month ske- 
tched out opening positions in 
what looks like being a long deb- 
ate on the tangled arras control 
issue of "verification.” 

They made their proposals for 
two different treaties -- one ban- 
ning chemical weapons, the other 
outlawing all nuclear tests. But 
Western diplomats said agr- 
eement on verification in these 
areas could set precedents for 
other U.S.-Soviet arras talks such 
as the Geneva negotiations aimed 
at limiting intercontinental nuc- 
lear missiles. 

Verification boils down to the 
central question of whether a cou- 
ntry will let outside monitorsenter_ 
its weapons plants and nuclear fac- 


ilities to check that arms accords 
are being kept.- In the case of a 
proposed agreement outlawing 
chemical weapons, the United 
Slates says it will and has proposed 
a system of regular on-site ins- 
pections, plus special visits on 
demand, to monitor it. 


The Soviet Union, long rel- 
uctant to adroit foreign inspectors, 
last week proposed on-site checks, 
under certain conditions, to police 
a future treaty banning all nuclear 
tests. The U.S. chief delegate to 
the disarmament committee, 
Louis Fields, said the Soviet offer 
did not appear to go far enough in 
ensuring that all suspected cases of 
cheating could be looked into on 
the spot. But he said it would have 
to be studied carefully, a view 
West European diplomats shared. 

Scandinavian envoys noted the 
offer came only a week after Mos- 
cow agreed for the first time to 
allow the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) to inspect 
its civil nuclear plants. "Moscow 
has now made its position official 
here and, coming after the IAEA 


announcement, there might be 
something behind this.” a nordic 
diplomat said. 

Verification has been pushed to 
the forefront of arms negotiations 
by the. growing sophistication of 
nuclear weapons, which has made 
it increasingly difficult for spy sat- 
ellites and radars to detect whe- 
ther 3 missile has one or several 
warheads. 


Stringent checks 


Since U.S. conservatives suc- 
cessfully opposed the 1 979 SALT 
II treaty on the grounds that it 
could not be properly monitored. 
Washington has insisted on str- 
ingent checks against cheating for 
any new arms agreement. 

Under the U.S. proposal, each 
signatory of a chemical weapons 
ban would have to agree to regular 
on-site inspections by int- 
ernational experts designated by 
the U.N. and to allow other states 
visits on demand if they suspected 
any cheating. If a special visit were 
refused, the country demanding it 
could take the case to the U.N. 


Security Councfl. 

U.S. arms experts said agr- 
eement on verification of a che- 
mical test ban would set an imp- 
ortant precedent not only for 
other U.S.-Soviet arms talks but 
also for two U.S.-Soviet nuclear 
treaties Washington has not yet 
ratified. 

The State Department said last 
month President Reaganwas exp- 
ected to decide soon what imp- 
rovements the U.S. would seek in 
verification measures in the two 
treaties -- one in 1974 setting a 
threshold for nuclear tests and 
another in 1976 on peaceful nuc- 
lear explosions. Moscow’s pro- 
posal recognised on-site ins- 
pections as an essential element of 
a comprehensive nuclear test ban, 
but was less dear on how far such 
an accord should go towards full 
regular monitoring. 

Soviet delegate Viktor Iss- 
raelyan said Moscow would allow 
outside monitors. If an inspection 
request were turned down, the 
requesting states could complain 
to the Security Council, with 


whose decision all signatories 
would undertake to cooperate, he 
said. The Soviet Union and the 
United States, as permanent 
members of the Council, have the 
right of veto. 

Mr. Issraelyan referred fre- 
quently to a General Assembly 
resolution last December calling 
for a full nuclear test ban despite 
disagreements on verification and 
hinted that U.S. demands on ver- 
ification were bolding up an agr- 
eement. Western diplomats said 
Moscow could be trying to isolate 
Washington and rally public opi- 
nion around a treaty regardless of 
its verification clauses. 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar said last week 
that too much insistence on tight 
monitoring would only hold up 
final agreement on a frill test ban 
treaty. 

"Verification is certainly ess- 
ential to disagreement arr- 
angements, but in the absence of 
mutual trust, it can assume an 
importance beyond its original 
purpose," he said. 


Hungary considers political reform 


By David Buchan 


BUDAPEST — Hungary may 
have parliamentary elections in 
two years' time, with two or more 
candidates contesting individual 
constituencies. The candidates 
mil have to be officially approved, 
and the degree of electoral com- 
petition may vary around the cou- 
ntry, but this seemingly small step 
would be a significant stride for a 
country in the Eastern bloc, which 
does not offer a choice of political 
personality, let alone of policy, at 
the polls. 

The aim is to see whether ref- 
orm can breathe new life into 
Hungarian politics as it has into 
the economy. Proponents of the 
electoral reform say it is an ine- 
vitable and long-awaited con- 
sequence of the decentralising and 
market-orientated economic cha- 
nges that started in 1968, suffered 
a reverse in the mid-1970s, and 
gathered speed again after 197S. 

"Economic reform was always 
linked to changes in the political 
structure,” says Mr. Reszo Nyers, 
the Communist Party central 
committee member who is gen- 


erally dubbed father of the Hun- 
garian economic reforms. This is 
echoed by another central com- 
mittee member. Mr. Istvan Hus- 
zar. who runs a party institute clo- 
sely involved in drafting the ele- 
ctoral changes. Some others are 
less sure that consumer choice 
should be extended beyond the 
economy. According to Mr. Hus- 
zar, three changes are being con- 
templated in time for the 1985 
: national and local elections: 


— The ruling Communist Party 
would formally instruct its front 
organisation, the People's Pat- 
riotic Front (PPF). to encourage 
the nomination of candidates for 
each parliamentary seat. Can- 
didates could not be forced to run, 
"but, at the very least, if con-, 
stituency nomination meetings 
throw up several candidates, the 
PPF would not put any obstacles 
in the way of them all running.” 

— Runners-up in elections would 
be designated stand-by M.P.S. If a 
sitting member died or resigned, 
the stand-by would take his or her 
place. Thus, with something akin 
to the French “supplement” sys- 


tem. election losers would not be 
“discouraged.” 

— National leaders, such as Mr. 
Janos Kadar, the party first sec- 
retary, would be taken off the pre- 
sent individual constituency list, 
and put on a special uncontested 
list comprising 10-15 per cent of’ 
the parliament's 350 seats. The 
stated aim would be to prevent 
notables like Mr. Kadar from ove- 
rshadowing rivals and inhibiting 
competition. It would also remove 
any risk of their ever being def- 
eated. 

Some liberal critics outside the 
Hungarian political establishment 
argue that such a median istic, lim- 
ited approach can achieve not- 
hing. But establishment reformers 
believe that debate on the hustings . 
would improve that in parliament, 
without breaching the bounds of 
Hungary’s "socialist reality” or 
diluting the political composition 
of M.P.S, half of whom are not 
Communist Party members at 
present. 

There is some cut-and-thrust in 
the committees of corridors of par- 
liament but, in plenary sessions, 
“we behave as if in church,” says 


Mr. Nyers, who is also an M.P. 
"The measure of solemnity in par- 
liament's working should be red- 
uced,” urges Mr. Huszax, an M.P. 
too. 


The more philosophical aim 
behind enlivening Budapest’s 
neo-gothic parliament is to pro- 
vide a wider and more public 
forum for reaching a consensus 
between Hungary's increasingly 
outspoken and diverse interest 
groups than the back-stairs net- 
work of consultations existing at 
the moment. Virtually no one dis- 
putes the overall prosperity which 
economic reform has brought in 
recent years. Many grumble, how- 
ever, at the prospect this year of a 
4 per cent reduction in their real 
wages, which is the main domestic 
feature of the current Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund adj- 
ustment programme for Hungary- 


profitable sectors. The old and the 
unskilled feel left behind in the 
rush for freelance extra jobs in the 
.largely private “second eco- 
nomy.” 

“The style of the Kadar lea- 
dership has been to consult con- 
stantly and not to throw its weight 
around. But it is dear, for the fru- 
it re, that we have to ins- 
titutionalise this style. The style is 
not enough,” Mr. Nyers says. 


Consumers — there is now -a 
'National Council of Consumers — 
are upset by the prospect of fur- 
ther price rises of at least 7.5 per 
cent this year. Trade unions are 
anxious about the planned switch 
of labour from unprofitable to 


The tricky issue of political cha- 
. nge has come to- the. fore not only 
to complement the economic ref- 
orms. Fifteen years' experience 
with those reforms has given Hun- 
garians the self-confidence to tac- 
kle and control the pace of reform, 
though it has spun out of control 
elsewhere in. Eastern Europe. 
That confidence is infectious. It 
seems to be file basis of Soviet 
'.acquiscence m Hungarian exp- 
! erimentation; now apparently rei- 
nforced by the ascentto the Soviet 
leadership of Mr. Yuri Andropov, 
erstwhile . ambassador to JJud- 


— A Fbumdai Tima news feature 
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Jordan keeps schistosomiasis at bay 


Text and photographs by 
Carol G. Bollinger 

A major campaign is underway in Jordan to combat 
the threat of the parasitic disease schistosomiasis. 
Jordan is surrounded on three sides by countries 
where the disease is endemic, but miraculously Jor- 
dan remains free of this scourge. So far not a single 
case of endemic schistosomiasis has been reported. 


Over 2U0 million people in more 
than 71 countries are afflicted 
with the disease schistosomiasis, 
also known as bilharzia. A par- 
astute disease caused by blood 
flukes called schistosomes, it rar- 
ely kills the human hosts outright. 
People who support large num- 
bers of flukes suffer a variety of 
intenal complaints including gen- 
eral weakness, indigestion, inc- 
ontinence. obstruction of the ure- 
ter and kidney infection. Various 
strains affect the urinary system 
and intestinal veins. Both var- 
ieties. besides being physically 
painfuL detract from the infected 


person’s ability to work or lead a 
normal life. 

As with many parasitic diseases, 
the victims are usually the poor in 

underdeveloped countries. Par- 
adoxically. development som- 
etimes aids in the spread of the- 
disease as more and more water 
projects are created which provide 
a hospitable environment for the 
snails which form a link in the spr- 
ead of the disease. 

Treatment of infected persons 
is possible with chemotherapy bui 
reinfection is likely if the water 
sources remain infected. 

The strain of schistosomiasis 


threatening Jordan is Schistosoma 
hOmatohium which affects the uri- 
nary system. 

The adult blood flukes live and 
male in the blood vessels of a 
human host. The females then lay 
up to 3.000 eggs a day. many of 
which ar£ deposited in the walls of 
the bladder. Eggs, escape with the 
urine and if they reach fresh water, 
larvae known as miracidia will 
hatch from them. These larvae 
have 24 hours to find the tiny snail 
Bulinus truncates to which they 
can attach themselves. 

Once in the snail larvae met- 
amorphose into sac-like creatures 
that give birth to thousands of flu- 
kes called cereariae. These cer- 
cariae are then released iiito the 
water and have only two days to 
find a human victim. They can 
penetrate through the skin of any 
part of the human body they con- 
tact in the water and work their 
way into the veins. The cereariae 
then move with the blood stream 
through the body to the liver 
where they mature into adult sch- 
istosomes. Then female and male 




Spillway of King Talal Dam. from where snails could be carried to Jordan Valley 


pairs leave the liver and move tog- 
ether to their final destination in 
the veins of the bladder wall. Here . 
the cycle begins again. 

Historically Jordan has not had 
a problem with this disease. It is 
basically an arid country and the 
small snail which forms a critical 
link in the regeneration cycle of 
the parasite requires an aquatic 
environment. In order to com- 
plete the life cycle of the disease 
two essential elements are req- 
uired --a host snail called Bulinus 
truncates and infected human bei- 
ngs. Surveys conducted in Jordan 
from the 1950’s showed no evi- 
dence of the Bulinus snail until 
1975 when a check showed a Bul- 
inus colony Jiving in a cemented 
reservoir in the Jordon Valley. 
This reservoir received water from 
the new East Ghor Canal, a source 
of irrigation water for the whole 
Valley. 

Dr. Elias Saliba. a parasitologist 
and former chairman of the Dep- 
artment of Biological Sciences at 
the University of Jordan, was ala- 
rmed. If the East Ghor Canal was 
carrying the Bulinus snails they 
could spread throughout the 
whole valley. The reservoir was 
dried and the snails killed. More 
surveys were carried out in other 
areas of the Jordan Valley and Dr. 
Saliba and his graduate assistants 
examined snails by the hundreds. 

In IV78 a survey team from the 
University of Jordan located ano- 
ther colony of Bulinus in an old 
Roman spring pool near the anc- 
ient city ofJe rash. Anxiety peaked 
again. The water from the Roman 
pool flows into the King Talal 
Dam which in turn supplies irr- 
igation water for much of the Jor- 
dan Valley. Once established in 
the ideal habitat in the valley, they 
would be virtually impossible to 
control. 

Jordan is a labour deficit cou- 
ntry and beginning in l‘>76 tho- 
usands of Egyptians began coming 
to the country to work on the 
farms in the Jordan Valley. Scr- 
eening has shown that app- 
roximately 23 per cent of them 
were infected with sch- 
istosomiasis. 

The stage was set for the spread 
of schistosomiasis in Jordan. Bul- 
inus snails, infected Egyptian 
workers, and major new water 
projects created conditions for 
schistosomiasis to become end- 
emic. 

At this point, in ! l »79, the gov- 
ernment of Jordan asked for 
USAID’s help. USAID was req- 
uested to fund a grant of S 1 30.000 
to the University of Jordan to 
conduct research on the snails in 
Jordan and the project was und- 
erway. 

These funds financed an agr- 
eement between the University of 
Jordan and the University of 
Lowelk the former to conduct sur- 
veys and the latter to provide sci- 
entific backstopping and train 
Jordanians at Lowelfs research 
centre. 

The Ministry of Health est- 
ablished a Schistosomiasis Con- 
trol Unit affiliated with i is Malaria 
Eradication Programme and uti- 
lising its established inf- 
rastructure. Ministry of Health 
staff were sent to study snail ide- 
ntification. surveillance tec- 
hniques and the application of 
molluscicides in the Sudan. 

The University of Michigan was 
selected to provide assistance os 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

MAIN CHANNEL 

17 JO Koran 

17:50 — Cartoons 

18:10 Heidi 

1835 Documentary 

19:00 ................. Local Programme 

19:10 Programme on Sports 

20M News in Arabic 

2030 Special Programme 

2030 Arabic Sereies 

21:40 Local Programme 

22-30 Arabic Series 

23:10 News in Arabic 


FOREIGN CHANNEL 

18:00 French Programme 

19:00 News in French 

1930 News in Hebrew 

20:00 News in Arabic 

2030 Movie of the Week: Father Fig- 
ure Hal Linden Cosse Yates 

22HM News in English 

22:15 .. Dallas 

RADIO JORDAN 

855 KHz. AM «£ 99 MHz. FM 
i£ partly on 9560 KHz. SIV 

07:10 ... Morning Show 

10KM News Summary 

1045 Morning Show 

1240 News Summary 

1245 Pop Session 

1340 - - News Summary 

1345 Pop Session 

1440 News BuHeiin 

14:10 Instrumentals 

1430 ..................... — - la Concert 

1540 — — .. Concert Hour 

1640 — News Summary 

1645 ... Instrumentals. Old Favourites 

1740 . — Science Report 

1840 - — - — .. News Summary 

1845 — — ...... Top Twenty 

1940 Ncwsdcsk 

1930 — Date with a Star 

2040 - - Evening Show 

2140 ...... News Summary 

2240 ... «... Evening Show 

2340 News Summary 

2440 — News Headlines 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639, 720, 1413 KHz 

0640 Ncwsdcik 0630 Voices to Rem- 
ember 0645 Financial News 8635 Ref- 
lections 0740 Work! News 07:09 24 


Hours News Summary 0730 What's 
New 07:45 The World Today 08:00 
Ncwsdcsk 0830 Jazz For the Asking 
0940 World News 0949 24 Hours News 
Summary 0930 The Fred Woods Col- 
lection 09:45 Network U.K. 1040 
World News 1049 Reflections 10:15 
The World of Ukridge 1030 Arranged 
for the Piano 1140 World News 11:09 
British Press Review 11:15 The World 
Today 1 1 30 Financial News 1 1:40 Look 
Ahead 11:45 Discovery 12:15 Lord 
Harewood's Musical Musing 12:30 
Rock Salad 1340 World News 1349 
News about Britain 13:15 Letter from 
London 13:25 Scotland This Week 
1330 Sports International 14:00 Radio 
Newsreel 14:15 Brahms' Chamber 
Music 14:45 Sports Round-up 15:00 
World News 1549 24 Hours News 
Summary 1530 Network UJC 15:45 A 
Jolly Good Show 16:30 Men and a Girl 
1740 Radio Newsreel 17:15 Outlook 
1840 Pageant of the Past 1849 Com- 
mentary 18:15 The Thames River Police 
ISMS Cricket 1940 World News 19:09 
Meridian 19:40 Scotland This Week 
19:45 Sports Round up 2040 World 
News 2049 News about Britain 20:15 
Radio Newsreel 2030 Nature Not- 
ebook 20:48 Farming World 21 48 News 
Summary 21:43 Look Ahead 21:45 The 
Fred Woods Collection 2240 World 
News 22:09 24 Hours News Summary 
2230 Voices to Remember 22M5 Men 
and a Girl 23:15 Letter from London 
2335 Paperback Choice 2330 Rock 
Salad 2440 World News 0049 The 
World Today 0035 ScotlandThb Week 
O0MO Reflections 00:45 Sports Round 
up 0140 World News 0149 Com- 
mentary 01:15 Latin '83 0130 Meridian 


VOICE OF AMERICA 

1260. $965. 7200. 15205. 11725 

0540 Daybreak 0740 The Breakfast 
Shaw 1748 News Roundup: Reports, 
opinions, analyses 1730 VOA Mag- 
azine: Americana, science, culture, let- 
ters 1840 Special English News 18:10 
Special English Science and technology 
18:15 Feature: Science in the News 
1830 Now Music USA 1940 News 
Roundup 19:30 Dateline 2040 Special 
English News 20:10 Special English 
Report 20:15 Special English Feature 
2030 Now Music USA 21:80 News 
Rounup; reports, opinion, analyses. 
21:30 VOA Magazine 2240 Special 
English: news 22:15 Muse USA (Jazz) 
2240 VOA World Report 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

*" International Banking and Finance." 
a hook exhibit, at the British Council. 

■ Les Metiers tf Art" at the French Cul- 
tural Centre. 

* Exhibit of neolithic tools, at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

VIDEO 

* CBS Evening News, at the American 
Centre at 4:00 and 7:00 p.m. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

American Centre Td. 41520 

British Council .16147-8 

French Cultural Centre .......... 3700*) 

Goethe Institute ........ JpioJ 

Soviet Cultural Centre — ...... 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre - 39777 

Hay a Arts Centre 665 1 95 

Hussein Youth Citv .............. 6671 81 

Y.W.C.A. 41793 

Y.W.NLA. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library ..... 36111 
University of Jordan Library .. 84355 

MUSEUMS 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash (4Ui to 1 8th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5 
pun. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Jordan AnAueotopaJ Mtwranr Has an 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal Al OaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
I Fridays and official holidays 10.00 a.m. 
4.00 p.m.l. Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan Notional GaBery: Contains a col* 
lection of pointings, ceramics and scu- 
lpture by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countrieand a 
collection of paintings by Itfth Century 
orientalist artists. Munrazah. Jabal 
Luwdbdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 a.nx. 
1.30 p.m. and 3.30 p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 


Military More ran: Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening hours 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Closed 
Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 

Popular Life of Jordan Hwmi: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9,00 aan. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 37169 . 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday ai the Tychc 
Hotel. 1.30 p-m. 

Lions FhBnddphfo Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Amman Marriott Hotel 1.30 p-m. 
PhBafelpMa Rotary Dub. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1 30 pjn. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Inteioontinentd Hotel. 2.00 p.m. 
Royal Automobile Dob. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. TeL H15261. 


CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Church < Roman Catholic 1 
jabal Amman. teL 24590. 

C hatch of the Aaawarfatlon (Roman 
Catholic] Jabal Luweibdch. 37440, 

De la SaBe Chun*. (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the Ammnctatioa (Greek 
Orthodox) Abd&Ii. 2354/ . 

AngUeaa Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 43453. 
Arnwoba CatboBc Church AshraSeh. 
71331.- 

Ananias Orthodox Church Aihrafich. 

75261. „ u 

St. Epfarsbn Church (Syrian Orthodox) 

Ashrafieb, 71751- 

Amman International Church ( Inter - 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmenaw, 663249 . 


PRAYER TIMES 

04*41 ,. — ,....Fajr 

06:13 - iSmnttl Shunuj 

1149 - Dhuhr 

1545 ........ Air 

1734 Maghreb 

1836 - -.‘I«ha 


its research and training facility is 
unique in its ability u» provide 
support to the University of Jor- 
dan in the study of snails and spe- 
cifically in medical malacology. 
Dr. Saliba and Dr. Mohammed 
Rida Tawflq. chief of Malaria and 
Bilharzia Control for the Ministry 
of Health, were sent to the United 
States for training at both the Uni- 
versities of Michigan and Lowell 
as well as the Centre for Disease 
Control in Atlanta. 

Jh 1‘JfiO Bulinus snails were 
found in large numbers along the 
shore of the new King Talal Dam. 
which had been full for the first 
time after a five-year drought. 
This development posed a new 
challenge. The reservoir oF the 
dam has a coastline of nine kil- 
ometres and to effectively ext- 
erminate ail the snails seemed a 
nearly impossible task. 

The Ministry of Health req- 
uested AID to provide NAMRU 
(U.S. Navy Area Medical Res- 
earch Unit) technicians from 
Egypt to assess the situation and 
make recommendations. Lt. Chris 
H. Gardiner of NAMRU came to 
Jordan within days of discovery of 
the colony, bringing with him dia- 
gnostic equipment. Several weeks 
later, a team of NAMRU tec- 
hnicians arrived to train lab- 
oratory and medical technicians in 
■ both diagnosis and treatment of 
the disease, especially those sta- 
tioned in the Jordan Valley. 

Dr. Alfred A. Buck, a specialist 
in schistosomiasis with AID'S Off- 
ice of Health in Washington, met 
with the Supreme Committee for 
the Prevention of Schistosomiasis 
and helped to outline a plan to 
prevent the establishment of the 
disease in Jordan. 

Simultaneously. Dr. Zuhair 
Mai has. Minister of Health, who 
had suggested the Supreme 
Committee for the Prevention of 
Schistosomiasis, alerted the Cou- 


ncil of Ministers, which allocated 
the necessary funds to purchase 
molluscicides and the human med- 
icine. Praziqanlel, as well as the 
launch for spraying the reservoir 
at the King Talal Dam. The mol- 
lusc icidcs and medicines were 
purchased through the World 
Health Organisation (WHO}. 

Under the plan developed by 
the Suprc Committee, all Egy- 
ptians working in the Jordan Vol- 
ley are required to carry a sch- 
istosomiasis card indicating that 
they are free of the disease. Each 
worker is checked three times, 
since an infected person often can 
have negative test resuiLs. The 
card must be renewed annually. 

Those workers found to have 
the disease are given immediate, 
free treatment. In fact, numerous 
Egyptians not working in the val- 
ley have sought temporary work 
there in order to be treated. 

The Ministry of Health and 
University of Jordan survey and 
surveillance teams are working on 
a daily basis checking all springs 
and bodies of water throughout 
Jordan for the presence of Bul- 
imia. "Hot splits”, or those places 
having the ideal habitat for the 
snails, arc charted on maps for 
frequent checking. The sur- 
veillance teams spot check water 
-bodies to determine if the env- 
ironment is that favoured by Bul- 
inus. If snails are found. Lhey are 
immediately eradicated. 

The overall control plan calls 
for important tasks on the part of 
the other ministries as well. Public 
security personnel of the Ministry 
of Interior conduct daily spot 
checks of the Egyptians working 
in the valley to ensure that they 
have their"schisto” cards and that 
they are up to date. The Jordan 
Valley Authority is charged with 
cleaning plant growth from the 
canals, storage ponds and irr- 






Bulinus snails are very small and difficult to identify 


igation ditches in order to lessen 
the chances of creating a fav- 
ourable habitat for the NnuiK. 

The Jordanian Army also has 
contributed to the campaign. Sol- 
diers have helped dear mud from 
snail infested ponK.to ensure that 
none have survived molluscicidine 
by bumming in the mud. 

Recently, large colonies of vcc?. 
tor snails have been found along 
the Zarqa River, which feeds inio 
the King Talal Dam. where the 
first major focus of snails was 
found. Surveys of the. area have 
discovered that warm springs are 
feeding into the Zarqa. which act 
as breeding ponds, since their 
water temperature and other fac- 


tors provide an ideal year-round 
habitat for the vector snails, i he 
Ministry of Health is winking to 
eradicate these colonies, which , 
muv lead to the total eradication j 
of the snails from this area. 

Mom important of all. the con- ■ 
irol programme has become an 
integral and ongoing programme ; 
in the Ministry of Health. Re I- | 
ativcly small grunts of USAI1. 1 , 
funds, less than s 1 SnjML coming ; 
ai the right lime, are helping Jot- ; 
dan to remain free of sch- 
istosomiasis. Jordan may be the : 
first country in the world to have : 
hoth the human anu snail vectors \ 
present and to have prevented the 
outbreak of the dreaded disease. : 



Testing water for Bulinus snails with field kit which performs 23 different chemical tests 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information u supplied by A lui inf- 
ormation department at Amman Airport 
tel. V220S-6. where k should always be 
verified. 

ARRIVALS 


14:40 Bahrain. Doha l RJ > 

2030 Cairo i RJ 1 

28:05 ....... Cairo lEA) 

20:15 Baghdad (RJ) 

20:15 Tripoli I LA) 

2030 Dubai. Ahu Dhahi i RJ ) 

2130 Bangkok (RJ) 

23:45 London (BA) 

02:20 Cairo lEAl 


06:45 . 
08:45 . 



09:15 . 
00 ; 30 . 

Jeddah (RJ) 

0<h40 

09:45 

10:15 

Kuwait (RJ) 

..... - - Beirut (RJ) 

11:00 . 


13:40 
16:00 . 

Kuwait IKAC) 

16:30 


16:30 


16:45 . 
17:15 . 

. — «... Frankfort, Genera (RJ) 

I7-J0 . 


17:45 . 


18:85 . 




19.-80 . 
19:00 

Amsterdam. Athens (KLM 1 , 

Copenhagen. Athens (SKI 



20:15 . 
20:40 . 
23:00 . 


00J9 

O0J5 

01:45 

Baghdad (RJ) 

DEPARTURES: 

Q4;45 


06:40 , 


07 JO 


09:05. 
09:35 . 
11:00 
11=15 
1IJ0 
12.-05 

Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

Cairo (BA) 

12:1S 


I 2 J 0 


12:45 

14-JO 


14 JO 

Caini (RJ) 

18:45 


19:15 

19J0 

.. Dhahran (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 


MONEY' EXCHANGE 

Laeal sett buy rates in fib 

Belgian franc - 74.5 74.9 

Dutch guilder - 132.8 133.6 

Egyptian guinea ........... 322J, 329.5 

French franc 51.8 52.1 

Iraqi dinar 557.5 566— 

Italian lire (for 100) 25.4-' 25.6 

Japanese yen (for IDO) 150.5 151.4 

Kuwaiti dinar 1223 1220 

Lebanese lira H7 J2i HH.S 

Omani riyai l‘»24.6 

Oaiari rival 97.1. 97.6 

Saudi riyai 103 103.7 

Swedish crown - 47.8 48.1 

Swiss franc ........... ....... J 74.4 1 75.4 

Syrian lira 62.3 62. 6 

UAL dirham 06.4 97 

U.K. sterling pound ..... 539.8 543. 

U.S. dollar 35a 5? 356.5 

W. German mark J46.K 147.7 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

An increase in temperature b expected. 
It will be ekiudy. with scattered showers. 
Winds will be northerly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be pnrtlycloudy, with nor- 
therly moderate winds and calm seas. * 

tow 1 high temperature m deg. C. 

Amman 110 

Aqaba 6:19 

Deserts 113 

Jordan Valley - i ..... 6 1 8 

Yesterday’s high temperature*. 
Amman X. Aqaba 17. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 62 per cent, Aqaba 37 
per ceuL 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance - 1 ,, 3. 7 51 1 1 

Fir staid, firv. police .. - : I 1 "' 

Blood bonk T 5I2t 

Civil Defence rescue 661 M I 

Fire headquarters 22HW-3 

Police rescue VO. 21111. 37 ' 17 

Police headquarters — .?«# | J f 

Traffic ftiliee - Sh.vm-J 

hlcctric Power Co 3n3K]-2 

Municipal water service .. i2« -s 


HOSPITALS 

Hus-em Medical Centre .. SI 36*3-32 
Klulidi Maternity. J. Amman 44 2M-4 
Aklch Vlaiernity. J. Amman . 4J44! 
Jabal Amman Maternity ....1... 42362 

Malta*. J. Amman Je.i4ii 

Palestine, bhmeuani nW!‘|4 

ShmeLsam Hospital ... 66M131-5 

University Hospital 645*45 

Dar Al-Shiia. J. Husscm Hj’lr 1 ' 


■:s 

Dr. AWul Holun \! M»vi 

36149 150 

*3. 75111 

Ntfiri’ufch pharmacy 

Abu lih.i/dJch pharmacy . 

. .. . 23672 


Nabil pharmacy 

‘--J 

... 75121 

KhaUI hanuaev 


661 Ml 

Med laxi 

. 4J4'.; 


t j rand Palace Uti 

66-079 


Medsral City taxi 

. . m;*i * 

... 39141 

F:»im) taxi 

2* * 2 1 


1 jIj! wxi .... 

. . . ’>5121 

jn.'Si -2 
71 125 S 

7RRfl>: 

Dr M..h J AI l.r'am . .. 
Amain phaniua-i 

; ! 1 

. ~-»2i»4 


ZAKg.l: 

Dr. Yjhy.i Hjite 
VJh-un ph.imvicy 


GENERAL 


Ai-Muashcr Hospital 667 22 

Jordan Television 

. '.'Ill 

The Islamic. Abdali 

66S292 

Kodm Jordan 

“Jit! 

Al-Ahfi. AbdaJi 

66 dlfil 

Vlimsirv of Taumtn 

•i 2' a 

Italian. Al-Muhnjreen 

771 11 1-3 

lintel complaints .. 

><>/. 4] : 

Al-Boshir. J AshrofieJi 

75111 

Hncc complaints 

i»r«; > 

Atmy. Marira 

■Mhl! 

Telephone 

< *lot»niuuon 

.... 12 

NIGHT DUTY 


Jordan and Middle I:jm i.tlls 
Overseas calls 

.... i" 

. ... ir 

AMMAN: 


» able nr tcicprJnj 

IV 

Dr Moh'd Kama: ■Vhb.rs _ .. 

24 ; 6; 

Repair scnicv 

.. . ! 1 


MARKET PRICES 


Upper lower price ui 

Apple (American) 

Apple I Double Red) 

Apple (Golden I 

Apple I Turkish) 

Apple (French) 

Apple (Surkcn) — . 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) 

Beans — ...- 

Beans (broad) ....! 

Bccu - — 

Bnmali — 

Cabbage — 

Carrot - — 

Cauliflower (while) 

Chestnuts — 

Coconut — 

Cucumber Maigcj 

Cucumber Ismail) 

Eggplant (large) 

GwEc - - 

.Grapefruit 


fits per kg. 

(.-:ap: l while 1 ... 

•«m siKi 

.. 4511 

411(1 

r. rapes ih|.(ci) 

Item *>n*« 

.. 25ti 

2uw 

Lemon tUxaM 

l.M) t7«’ 

..25U 

2*K» . 

Marrow (larger 

. S5'l 25ll 

..150 

3KJ 

Martiiw iMitalli 

420 jsn 

.. 300 

2>i» 

Glivcs - .. 

450 4UU 

" 25ii 

2<in 

Onion Idryt 

. ISO 120 

.270 

22D 

Union (green) 

. 2xt> 2 w 

. 23(1 

2*H> 

Changes 

200 IW< 

.MM 

fiffl) 

Oranges 1 Mandarine! 

..250 200 

.. 4411 

40t< 

Oranges hhamouti) 

..240 20M 

.. 190. 

15H 

Oranges 1 local) 

150 !2»> 

. 2 SO 

2W) 

Pcarv 

. 550 ‘ 5W 

-200 

1 5i* 

Peaches . 

K.su 


t.N» 

Pepprr (Sweet) 

..520. 45U 

.. 180 

150 

Pepper) Hoi Green) 

.. 720 .'bWI 

.. 520 

450 

Phims 

. xsn 750 

.. 35U 

MW 

Potatoes .. .... 

..240 200 

. 4(H) 

300 

Radish ..... 

.. 70 51) 

66n 

bTfl) 

Spinach .. 

- 151* 120 

..300 

52(1 

25« 

450 

Tcnnabujs - , 

Tonup 

..200 150 
. 150 * 511 

.. 130 

110 

Watermelon 

. 450 400 
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team- returns from 


Khartoum trip 


By Ara YosUao 

Special to the Jordan Thncs 


AMMAN — The Jordanian nat-' 
ional tennis team which par- 
ticipated in the 4th Annual Arab' 
Championship in Khartoum, has! 
returned to Amman. 

Commenting on the tou- 
rnament the Jordanian team, 
coach Mrs. Maureen SgiUa staid j 
that the trip was “sgfo cegftfeC ' but 
the competition was ; 

“ Rami Faraj, one of the Jor- 
danian players, came third in the 
juniors' tournament.” said Mrs. 
Stalla, while the other Jordanian 
players, Ziad Dajani and Naser 
Kamal. played against adults. 
“They played well but lost," Mrs. 
Stalla added. 

According to the Jordanian 
team coach the tournament was 
well organised and the Sudanese 
were “extremely hospitable and 
nice people." 

“The weather was very hot," 
said Mrs. Stalla, “and it was the 
first time we played on grass cou- 
rts apd it took our players some 
time to readjust after our return''. 

Mrs. Stalla said that the Sud- 


anese staged a highly qualified 
team, while the Moroccan team 
"is a professional team. They have 
played international competitions 
with good results.”.’ 

Sudan's second team rep- 
. resented Palestine at the Kha- 
rtoum championship while Iraq 
and Kuwait staged “good young 
teams like ours.” 


nis team is expected to come to 
Amman in June to have a friendly 
match with the Jordanian team 
while the Jordanians will visit 
Kuwait in July. 

Furthermore the Jordanian jun- 
ior tennis team is inviied to Mal- 
aysia this month. 


The fifth Arab Tennis Cha- 
mpionship will be held in Jordan 
next year, according to Mrs. Sta- 
lls. who pointed out that there are 
13 tennis courts available in the 
area of the Jordan Tennis Fed- 
eration, which could be used for 
the tournaments. 

The third Arab Tennis Cha- 
mpionship was held two years ago 
in Tunis. 


According to Mrs. Stalla. at the 
moment the Jordanian Tennis 
Federation is preparing for the off- 
icial opening of the federation 
courts sometime this year, during 
which the Sudanese tennis team 
will be invited to put on an exh- 
ibition and possibly to play dou- 
bles against the Jordanians. 


According to Mrs. Stalla the 
Jordanian tennis team is preparing 
for the Arab Junior Tennis Tou- 
rnament which is scheduled for 
September this year in Morocco. 
“We could do well in this tou- 
rnament" she added. 

Prior to this tournament the 
Jordanian team will exchange vis- 
its with Kuwait. The Kuwaiti ten- 


“I would like to have 12-year- 
oJd youngsters for training," said 
Mrs. Stalla who is also in charge of 
training at the Jordanian Tennis 
Federation, “16 is a late age for 
competition." 

Presently there are two boys’ 
teams and one girls' team, con- 
sisting of 36 youngsters, being tra- 
ined by Mrs. Stalla. 

“With a broad base of young 
players we have a better chance of 
developing champions,” Mrs. Sta- 
lla said. 
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Eamonn Coghlan 
mile record 


EAST R LITHE RFORD. New 
Jersey (R) — Eamonn Coghlan of 
Ireland became the first man to 
break three minutes 50 seconds in 
an indoor mile Sunday when won 
the event ot the U.S. Olympic inv- 
itational track and field meeting 
here. 

Coghlan clocked 3:49.78 to bet- 
ter his own world record of 3:50.6 
set two years ago in San Diego, 
California. Second place went to 
Ray Flynn, also of Ireland, in 
3:51.20. the third fastest indoor 
mile ever. 

Steve Socrtt of the United States 
was third in 3:52.28. the fifth best 
time ever, and Jose Abascal of 
Spain followed with a Spanish nat- 
ional indoor mark of 3:52.56, the 
sixth best on record. 


Coghlan raised his arms above 
his head as he broke tbe tape and 
took a victory lap before more 
than 11.000 cheering fans, bre- 
aking his stride to make several 
jubilant leaps into the air. 

“You can't take that 
away— being tbe first man to break 
the 3:50-barrier," he said. 

Ross Donogbue of the United 
States set an early fast pace before 
dropping out of the race at the 
halfway point. Coghlan, whose 
first three splits were 56.6, 59.4 
and 5S.8, then took over the lead 
and quickened the pace, turning in 
a final quarter of 55.0. 

"On the last lap I gave it my 
all" he said. “I thought of my late' 
coach and my dad who passed 
away. I did it for them." 


Coghlan' s father died just three 
weeks ago while his coach Jerry 
Samhan died last year. 

Flynn was exhilerated by his 
own performance and credited the 
design of the track with helping to 
produce tbe fast times. 


“This is the fastest indoor track 
Fve ever run on,” he said. “The 
bends are beautiful and you could 
take them very comfortably." 


Coghlan, winner of seven suc- 
cessive indoor miles, also took 
pride in the track. “We now have 
the number one track in the world 
here at the Meadowlands,” he 
said. “I helped design it and this 
was my first run on iL It’s made up 
from the best points of indoor 
tracks across the oountiy." 


Higueras wins La Quinta Grand Prix 


LA QUINTA, California (R) — 
Jose Hlgueras of Spain combined 
an accurate Fust service with some 
remarkable passing shots to beat 
Eliot Teltscher of the United Sta- 
tes 6-4, 6-2 Sunday in the final of a 
$255,000 men's tennis tou- 
rnament here. 

Higueras, 29, seeded third in 
the week-long Grand Prix event, 
took one hour 45 minutes to def- 
eat the fourth-seeded Teltscher 
and cam the $32,000 first prize. 


Teltscher received SI 6,000. 

In the doubles. Raul Ramirez of 
Mexico and Brian Gottfried of the 
United States defeated Tian Vil- 
joen and Danie Visser of South 
Africa 6-3, 6-3. 

Higueras, who battled back 
from a severe bout of hepatitis in 
1980 to reach bis number 11 
world ranking, opened up a 5-2 
lead before breaking Teltscher’s 
service to capture the first set. 

Teltscher, 23, took tbe first two 


games of the second set, but Hig- 
ueras won six in a row for the 
match. 

“I think 1 had the match under 
control all the way," said Hig- 
ueras, a clay court specialist, after 
his first tournament victory on a 
surface other than clay. 

“I think Eliot was a little imp- 
atient. I think that when he plays 
against me, he thinks it's going to 
be a tough match and sometimes 
he goes for too good of a shot.” 
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SUPERMARKE 
-P1011! SDPER1ARKE 
Mil »MET 
■ SWEET SUPERMARKET 


FCO SUPERMARKET 
LUSWI CENTRE 
- KHAUF STORES 
-ALWAHA 


And Spicy Cream Ch- 
eeses Plus Many Other Types Of 

Cheeses and Dairy Products. 




American youngsters in soccer match sponsored by a community league in Vienna, Virginia 


Americans turn to soccer 


By Michael J. Handler 


NEW YORK — Soccer, once as 
unfamili ar a sport in the United 
States as baseball is in Europe, is 
blossoming these days across the 
nation on diverse age levels, both 
as a sport to watch and as a game 
to play. 

Galvanized in the 1970s by tel- 
ecasts of World Cup matches and 
by the feats of professional players 
from abroad in the U.S. pro- 
fessional leagues. Americans have 
warmed to the game quickly, and 
with considerable enthusiasm. 

Early soccer enthusiasts pre- 
dicted a few years ago that it wou- 
ldn't be long before soccer would 
become the number one par- 
ticipation sport with children. 
Today, youth soccer organisations 
are experiencing tremendous 
growth: on the college level, soc- 
cer has become a major int- 
ercollegiate sport. 

Statistics tell the story. Acc- 
ording to tbe Sporting Goods Dir- 


ectory, nearly eight million people 
are playing soccer in the United 
States, three-quarters of them on 
a non -organised basis. In other 
words, apart from the two million 
or so who are engaged— on pro- 
fessional or amateur levels— in 
leagues, federations or the like, 
some six million Americans are 
playing soccer simply for the fun 
of it. 

The figures are even more dra- 
matic when broken down by age. 
About 4.3 million boys and 2.4 
million girls under 1 8 play soccer 
in tbe United States. Added to 
that is the fact that 70 per cent of 
soccer-playing youths are under 
age 13. Of the total of eight mil- 
lion players, 59 per cent are under 
13. 

Further information on youth 
participation bodes well for the 
future of soccer in the United Sta- 
tes. According to the National 
Federation of State High School 
Associations, 133 per cent more 
high (secondary) schoolers par- 


ticipated in soccer in 1981 than in 
1971. Even more interesting— and 
more significant, from the sta- 
ndpoint of viewing as well as par- 
ticipating in sports-is the fact that 
the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association reports that there are 
more varsity soccer programmes 
on U.S. college and university 
campuses than there are Ame- 
rican football programmes. 

And is anyone out there on the 
sidelines, in the stands, in the are- 
nas, watching all of this soccer act- 
ivity? Just take a look at the sta- 
tistics. During a time frame (1975 
to 1981) when total attendance at 
American football, baseball, bas- 
ketball and hockey games rose 
somewhere between L9 and 44 
per cent, the number of spectators 
at professional soccer matches 
soared by nearly 240 per cent. 

Obviously, there exists a bright 
future for soccer in the United Sta- 
tes. 
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Bunge defeats Hanika; ... ..i s. Africa 


wins $150,000 tournament 


OAKLAND, California (R) — 
Bettina Bunge defeated fellow 
West German Sylvia Hanika 6-3, 
6-3 Sunday to win a $150,000 
women's tennis tournament here. 

Bunge, 19, the sixth seed, broke 
Hanika's service twice in the first 
set and three times in the second. 
Despite playing with bandages on 
her left thigh and right knee, she 
■hit crisp strokes throughout the 
match. 

She said afterwards: “My .str- 
ategy from the start was to attack 
her backhand and keep -her from 
getting her rhythm and I think 1 
succeeded in doing that.” 

Bunge, who is world- ranked 


one below Hanika at ninth, was 
born in Switzerland, grew up in 
Peru and graduated two years ago 
from a U.S. high school. 

She played for the West Ger- 
man team last summer in the Fed- 
eration Cup competition and said 
she hoped her win Sunday would 
help her standing in West Ger- 
many. 

“Last year I was Germany’s no. 
1 player but today Sylvia is," 
Bunge explained. “Fra more con- 
cerned with my German ranking 
right now than with my world ran- 
king” 

Bunge won $30,000 and Han- 
■ika $15,000. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished ground-floor, located behind the Holiday Inn, 
consists of two bedrooms, and accessories. Centrally headed 
with colour TV, telephone and garden. 




FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment 


Consisting of three bedrooms, salon, deluxe furniture. 
Colour TV, Video, Central heating. Garage and garden. 


Location: 3th Circle 
Tel 667027 
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See the world through 
Third World eyes 


THIS MONTH 


• Cover Story: Buildup on the arc 
of ems: South examines the growing 
danger of US and Soviet presence in 
the Third World 


a Zimbabwe: Mugabe pushes on 
with an ambitious three year plan to 
attract foreign investment 


« Finance: African Development 
Bank expands its operations and drafts 
in foreign capital 


O Tunisia: A post Boargiba Tunisia 
might wdl be a multi-party one 


U Egypt: Mahmoud Riad talks of new 
fears in the arc of crisis 


• Commodities; How wiD the falling 

B 'i affect prices on the London 
Exchange? 



o Venezuela: A potentially serious 
shipping war between Caracas and 
Washington has been averted — but 
Venezuela has had to pay a high price 

March issue now available on 


tout news stand or through your 


I distributor. 

SOUTH PUBLICATIONS LTD 
13th Floor, New Zealand House 
Haymarfcet, London 
SW1 Y 4TS, UK 


Your local distributor: 

Raja Elissa General Manager • 
Jordan Distribution Agency 
PQ Box 375 Amman 
Jordan 


Tel: 30191/30193 


welcomes ■ 
rugby tours 


STELLENBOSCH. South Africa 
(R) — South Africa would wel- 
come overseas rugby tours, but 
they must be organised through 
tbe proper channels. South Afr- 
ican Rugby Board President 
Danie Craven said here Monday. 

Dr. Craven was commenting on 
a report in the London Observer 
newspaper that rugby officials 
from the republic bad approached 
top British players to entice them 
to play in South Africa, shunned 
by many international sports 
teams because of apartheid. 

“We will do nothing without 
consent of the four home unions 
and if such a tour should take 
place, it would be done with their 
blessing,” be said. 


TENNIS TALK 


A lesson In Sudan 


By Maureen Stalla 


I SPENT last week in Khartoum with the Jordanian team at the 1 
4th Annual Arab Championships. The teams attending were from 
Sudan, Morocco, Iraq, Kuwait and Jordan. A second team from . 
Sudan played for Palestine. The results were predictable. Tvfor- r 
occo’s team is composed of professional players; they won. It was - 
quite easy to distinguish wby they were so good and why most the : 
other players would never reach, their standard. ; 

The Moroccan players had smooth, faultless strokes. There : 
were no technical deficiencies in their forehands, backhands, 
serves and volleys. They could bit each stroke with a variety of 
speeds and spins. Their strokes were grooved to the extent that - 
they were automatic, and automatically good. 

Some players at the tournament were good, experienced pla- 
yers. But their imperfect stroking will prevent them from imp- 
roving further. Some players had choppy serve motions or tosses 
which were too high. Often a player would be crippled in that he 
could only slice a backhand; never drive it topspin. Wristy for- 
ehands will never be dependable shots (Rod Laver not wit- 
hstanding). Quite popular with young players, and unfortunately 


disastrous to their games, is the big loopy backswing on the 
forehand. Ball contact is late on fast courts or against hard hitters, 
and the path of the rocket will be slightly altered each time, 
making grooving impossible. 

Strokes are just one variable in the complicated game of tennis. 
Speed stamina, and mental tenacity are other factors comprising 
a successful champion. It was dear to me from observing the 
tournament in Sudan that the first priority for a young player is to 
develop sound strokes. With these he can grow and kn prove and 
overtake the player who took a few shortcuts to win a few mat- 
ches. 
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West German soccer 
manager under criticism 


BONN (R) — West German soc- 
cer manager Jupp Derwall ret- 
urned home from Portugal last' 
Thursday with fierce criticism rin- 
ging in his ears following his side's 
1-0 defeat in Lisbon last Wed- 
nesday. 

West Germany’s inept 
performance— it was their first 
■ever defeat by Portugal— coupled 
with losing to Northern Ireland in 
the European Championship last 
November, is certain to increase 
public demand for Derwall to res- 
ign. 

His side, which included eight of 
the team which lost 3-1 to Italy in 
th^. World Cup final last July, lac- 
ked cohesion. and inspiration aga- 
inst a makeshift, hastily prepared 
Portuguese side and merely sho- 
wed that the defeat in Belfast was 
not the “one-off" bad game Der- 
wall had dismissed it as. 

Afterwards he admitted: “No 
one could have expected it. It was ' 
the worst game since I took over, 
even worse than the one against 
Northern Ireland.” 

But others went further. Her- 
mann Neuberger, President of tbe 
West German Football Ass- 
ociation (DFB), claimed: “Thai 
was the worst game by a West 
German team I've ever seen." 

Derwall used the friendly int- 
ernational to blood some of his 
more promising youngsters. But 
the team badly lacked creativity in 
midfield. 

Wolfgang Dremmler, who tea- 
med up with Lothar Matthaeus 
and new-boy Wolfgang Rolff in 
West Germany’s engine room 
said: “We have not lost our ind- 


FOR RENT 


Furnished, two bedrooms apt., with separate central hea- 
ting, garage, garden and telephone. Location: Jordan Univ. 
.Resid, area, enquiries telephone: 42021 9 a.m. to 1 pjnJ 
,665595 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. 


VACANCY 


Translator/ Analyst 


Diplomatic mission has vacant position for Translator/ 
■Analyst. Applicants must have college degree in Political 
Science, International Relations or Law.Three to five years of 
experience in social science research and analysis, new- 
spaper reporting, university teaching or closely related field. 


.Fluent English and typing skills. Good salary and benefits. 
Send resume including address and phone number to Par- 
;onnel Office, P.O. Box 354, Amman, Jordan, by March 10. 


DR. NABIL A. ATALLA 


M.B, B. CHIR (CANTAB.) F.R.C.S., FA.C.S 
Previously Chief of Orthopaedic Surgery at 
the King Hussein Medical Centre. 
Announces the opening of his private 
Orthopaedic Clinic 
at the 

JORDAN CLINIC 
JABAL AMMAN - THIRD CIRCLE 
Patients received at 9:00 aun. - 1 p.m. 
and 3:30 pjn. - 6:30 p.m. 

‘ Tel: 42843 


.ividuaJ strengths. Ifs just we are 
not a team any more.” 

Demall was without the- new 
lynch-pin of his side Benid 
Schuster— the man chosen to rep- 
lace former captain Paul Breitoer. 
Schuster was not released by Spa- 
nish club Barcelona. 

■ But Portugal were left with only 
three regulars in their side after 
Benfica and Sporting Lisbon wit- 
hdrew several players because of 
Important European dub matches 
this week. 

Neuberger said he would try 
and persuade 30-year-old Ham- 
burg midfielder Felix Magaih to 
rental to the fold. 

But Magath, who retired from 
international soccer after the 
World Cup with 24 caps, nevfcr 
displayed his best club form for his 
country and many would consider 

■ his return a step backwards— and 
an admission that young players 
with the ability of legendary greats 
like Wolfgang Overath or Gunter 
Netzer are no longer to be found. 

Derwall knows he has to solve 
his side’s problems before tbe next 
.European Championship qua- 
lifying match against Albania on 
March 30 if he wants to see out his 
contract which runs until 1986. 

A West German national soccer 
manager has never been sacked 
!but supporters increasingly bet. 
ieve that Derwall has run out qf 
ideas and a change is needed— and 
j needed quickly— if they are to 
■have any chance of retaining the 
! European Championship. ; . 

Neuberger, one of Derwalty 
‘toughest critics in recent month}.' 
■was quick to condemn his man- 
:ager after West Germany’s patchjr 
World Cup performance. ; 

If Derwall does go. tbe chances 
are that his former assistant Erich 
Rib beck, who resigned after a row 
.with Derwall, would be asked fo 
. take over. 

! Certainly, a change of faces in, 
or outside, the team is necessary n 
West Germany are to shed theft- 
; fast-developing habit of losing tQ 
i soccer’s secondary powers. 

J Algeria, Northern Ireland and 
| now Portugal have all r nffe-fpri 
defeats in the last year. Derwall 
.knows he has to stop the 
; rot— before they take on Albania. 
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^IeEC denies Third 

v 

EWorld accusations 


I KUALA LUMPUR (R) — Tbej 
; European -Community defended' 
» itself against Third World acc- 
• nsations of protectionsin Mon- 
> day, saying the United States ami 
Japan raised tougher barriers to 
j developing countries' produce. 

•- "The community is dedicated to 
- combating pressures of pro- 
t tectKfflsm and encouraging equal 
■ trade- partnerships with dev-, 
r eloping countries/’ said Mr. Chr- 
r istopber Tugendhat, vice- 
;! president of the Community 

■/ commission. 

7 ■ He told a news conference that 
; over the last few years the Com- 


Regan predicts oil to 
cost around $25 by 
end of March 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Donald Regan 
' Sunday predicted ofl would cost 
; between $25 and $30 a barrel by 
. the end of March, but President 
- Reagan's chief economic adviser 
said prices conld fall much lower. 

* . Mr. Martin Feldstein, chairman 
of the Council of Economic Adv- 
isers, said some analysts had for- 
ecast a price fall of about one third 
to the low 20s. He added: “I don't 

- think that's too low." 

The two officials made their 

- -predictions a^ a Gulf oil minister 
threatened to undercut the Org- 
anisation of Petroleum Exporting 
‘Countries (OPEC) and uni- 

‘ laterally set new price levels. 

Oteiba repeats ultimatum 

. Dr. Mana Said A1 Oteiba, Uni- 
ted Arab Emirates oil minister, 

. repeated his ultimatum to OPEC 
Sunday in a television interview 
broadcast by satellite from Abu 
Dhabi. 

• ■‘The possibility of a price war is 
' there if the producers fail to reach 
.proper arrangements on pro- 
duction levels andprice„.withioa 
wed: or so. if nothing has been 
. decided, we are going to choose 
.our own way," he said on ABC 
. television. 

. . “We will decide our own prices' 

.. and .set our .own levels of pro- 
.duction,” he said. 

. Dr- Oteiba said OPECs $34 a 
barrel reference level no longer 
existed and was “a part of his- 
tory.” 

, “Now we have to look at a new 
.level for market crude which is 
-.lower than that., ft should be 
somewhere between $30 and 


$29," be said. 

Mr. Oteiba said OPEC was con- 
tinuing diplomatic contacts within 
and outside the exporter group 
aimed at making a small cut in the 
$34 a barrel reference price to 
stimulate demand and head off a 
price collapse. 

He said there had been some 
encouraging signs, bat added: 
■‘We cannot wait forever. The 
Gulf has been carrying all the wei- 
ght of the market, all of the pre- 
ssures, while others have teen 
enjoying it.” 

Mr. Regan said on the same tel- 
evision programme that the Ame- 
rican economy would benefit from 
lower worldwide oil prices, saving 
$10 billion for every 10 per cent 
cut in its oast per barrel. 

Asked to predict the price of a 
barrel of ofl in the next 30 days, 
Mr. Regan replied: “I would say 
somewhere south of $30 bet- 
ween 525 and S3IT. 


Great help to Reagan 

Mr. Regan said the price drop 
was a great help to President Rea- 1 
gan in his efforts to guide the U.S. 
economy out of recession. 

' He said that for each 10 per cent 
fall in the price of oil, the country’s 
gross national product would rise 
by between one quarter and one- 
half of a per cent 

He conceded however, that 
some American banks, which had 
made extensive loans to oil pro- 
ducing countries such as Mexico as 
well as to the domestic oil ind- 
ustry, would have some difficulties 
in seeking repayments. 


THE BETTER HALF, By'Har ri. 
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W 1 hate it when Stanley does the 
cooking. Tonight we're having 
beer mousse." 


Uns c ramb le these tow Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

4 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

r And he used to be 
so handsom e ^ 


THISO 


WEDIP 


SHORKE 


WUCREF 


Answer here: 


WHAT some 
ttEAM&OATS 
EWF vfas. 

»,,, — - + 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Anewere tomorrow) 

I Jteffles: DRONE HAREM TANDEM 

7^1 ^ ssr 


Gold price tumbles 


amuity had bought goods worth 
more than $37 billion from dev- 
eloping countries while in the 
same period American and Jap- 
anese purchases totalled $29 bfl- 
ikra and $6 billion respectively. 

“The Community is second to 
none among developed countries 
in maintaining and developing 
markets for developing cou- 
ntries,” Mr. Tugendhat said, after 
addressing an industrial con- 
ference in Kuala Lumpur org- 
anised by the Community and the 
Association of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN). 


LONDON (R) — Hopes of eco- 
nomic recovery and falling inf- 
lation sent gold prices tumbling 
below $400 an ounce in the Far 
East Monday before recovering to 
around $420 in Europe. 

The price was set at $41 9.75 an 
ounce at the morning fix in Lon- 
don compared with Friday’s close 
of 5463.75 in what one dealer said 
was “very, very nervous trading.” 
It was selling at around $420 in 
Zorich. 

The dollar, which generally 
competes with gold for investor 
attention, opened higher in Eur- 
ope Monday, reaching 2.4215 


West German marks compared 
with 2.4122 marks at Friday’s 
close. 

Gold prices had fluctuated aro- 
und $500 an ounce for most of 
February, hitting a 22-month 
peak of $511.50 on Feb. 15. 

The price started to plummet' 
last Tuesday as the Gulf states said 
they were considering ofl price 
cuts. 

But gold was still well above its 
1982 low of $296.75 last June. It 
fell to around $397 an ounce in, 
Hong Kong at one point Monday 
before moving back to $415 JO at' 
the close. 


The price of gold shares in Lon- 
don and Johannesburg fell sharply 
in line with the drop in the price of 
bullion before making a partial 
recovery in later trading. 

Gold is a traditional haven for 
investors and speculators in times 
of political and economic unc- 
ertainty, and market analysts said 
the expectation of oil price cuts 
fuelling economic recovery and 
lowering inflation was a key factor 
in its drop in price. 

The analysts said this appeared 
to outweigh fears that a steep drop 
in ofl prices would but pressure on 
heavily-indebted oil producers 
like Mexico, Venezuela and Nig- 


Key officials express unusual 
optimism for U.S. economy 


WASHINGTON (R) — Three 
Key U.S. policymakers expressed 
unusual optimism Sunday about 
the short-term direction of the 
American economy, interest rates 
and unemployment, but each 
warned that serious obstacles 
could threaten a sustained rec- 
overy. 

Treasury Secretary Donald 
Regan predicted that U.S. interest 
rates conld fall a couple of per- 
centage points to nine per cent this 
year, spurring economic recovery 
and pushing the American jobless 
rate to below 10 per cent 

But Mr. Regan, President Rea- 
gan's chief economic spokesman, 
said the Fedora! Reserve Board 
had .been pursuing a rather loose 
monetary policy and he urged the 
central bank to tighten it up. 

“I think thay’ve (central bank 
governors) been on the loose side. 
They’ve been very acc- 
ommodative, very stimulative. 
Now they have to slow that down 
without luffing ft (the recovery) 
off,” he told ABC television. 

On the NBC network. Reserve 
Bank Chairman Paul Volcker said 


be did not think that money supply 
growth was too expansive and he 
expected it to slow down in the 
months ahead. 

He said he thought the U.S. 
began to recover from an 18- 
month with recession in January 
and that prospects were good for 
further declines in U.S. interest 
rates. 

“I think they will come down 
and continue to come down,'' Mr. 
Volcker said. 

But the powerful central bank 
chairman warned Congress it must 
significantly reduce federal bud- 
get deficits if economic recovery 
was to be sustained. 

He hinted that the U.S. dollar 
was currently overvalued and had 
been responsible for a sharp drop 
in American exports. 

On the CBS television network. 
Mr. Martin Feldstein, chairman of 
the president’s Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers, told interviewers 
■ the recovery was shaping up more 
strongly than the administration 
anticipated a few months ago. 

“If I were doing the forecast 
now, I would have a higher rate of 


-real ‘ growth and a little lower 
unemployment,” Mr. Feldstein 


He added that the obstacles to 
sustained recovery were interest 
rates and the size of the U.S. trade 
deficit which he predicted would 
amount to 575 billion this year, 
double last year’s figure. 

Meanwhile, Americans are gai- 
ning confidence in the country’s 


'economy and more now feel they 
will be better off at the end of the 
year than felt that way a year ago. 
according to a public opinion poll 
released Sunday. 

The poll, in the U.S. News aad 
World Report magazine, found 
that 55.9 per cent of those asked 
expected their economic status to 
improve this year. 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 

LONDON (R) — Equities dosed quietly mixed with most int- 
erest centred on secondary issues following the temporary sus- 
pension of Polly Peck, but gold shares fell sharply in line with the 
bullion price, dealers said. The F.T. index at 1 500 was down 1 .7 at 
637.5. 

The bullion price was fixed Monday afternoon at $408.50 after 
the fix on Friday afternoon of $464.75. After a brief mid-morning 
rally, gold shares continued their downward trcnh with Randfont 
off $16 at 122%. Financials followed the trend with Cons Gold 
down 30p at 474. 

North American shares were mixed. 

Government bonds were around one point firmer in longer 
dated issues in moderate trading on optimism for U.S. interest 
rates and inflation, though- profit- taking edged prices % point off 
the day’s best levels, dealers said. 

Polly Peck's quotation was temporarily suspended pending a 
further announcement at £17, compared with Friday’s dose of 
23%, on concern over the company’s tax position in Cyprus, 
dealers said. Melhnsfell 50p at 170 and Alien Electric shed 3 5p at 
293 in sympathy. 

Vickers was down 2p at 116 after 110 after reporting reduced 
annual profits while in dull oils, Ultramar fell 13p at 439. 


Venezuela devalues 
bolivar by 28.7% 

CARACAS (R) — Venezuela Monday announced a partial dev- 
aluation of the bolivar by 28.7 per cent as part of a plan to counter 
capital flight and the effects of declining oil revenues. 

The decision came after a week-long suspension of foreign cur- 
rency sales, during which the government said it was reiraposing 
exchange controls for the first time in 18 years. 

Announcing the devaluation. Finance Minister Arturo Sosa said 
the bolivar would stay at its current rate of 4.3 to the dollar for 
priority transactions such as foreign debt repayment, essential imp- 
orts and student expenses abroad. 

But he said ft would be set at a new rate of six to the dollar for lesser 
priorities and that a free market would be established for the general 
public in which the bolivar would be floated. 

— rr. T— 

LONDOM EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies' and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday; 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.5205/15 

1.2264/67 

2.4210/20 

2.6750/60 ■ 

2.0440/60 

47.62/67 

6.8590/8640 

1397.75/1398.75 

235.85/236.00 

7.4400/50 

7.1255/1305 

8.6050/6150 

421.00/424.00 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Peanuts 

I FEEL GRUMPY TODAY.. 
I PONT WANT ID TALK 

to Anybody or see 

ANYBODY,' ^ 


ILL HOLD MY 76 ETOUT 1 
FIST OUT, UNU 5 , OF MY j 
AND YOU WALK l WAY* ) 
INTO IT.,, 


BONK/ 

_ f & 


DID > 
IT 

HURT?, 


NO, BUT IT > 
MI 6 HT LATER IF 
WE STICK . 
^ AROUND y 






Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 

I WHY PONT* fou £5ive THAT 

~ cTf) rooK tv 

W A REST, 


REMEMBER whati 
-rue TV REPAIRMAN! 
SAlP WHEN he I 
WAS HERE 7*^ 


Y^L/RE heaping 
F t?R AMPTH6K , 
ANTENNAE . .< 
vMSlTPIDWM ■ 


Andy Capp 


r WHAT GEfS INTO 
MEPOWOOUL& 

. I SINK 90 LOW?.' 




I'LL TELL] 
, NOU—J 


IbON'Tl 

START!!. 


ANOTHER ONE OF « RULES. 
WHEN «E CRITICISES VriSELF 
NO ONE ELSE ftS THE RIGHT 
• -^-^TDCgmOSEIM 


eria and threaten world financial 
stability. 

Traders said speculators were 
also getting out of the market after 
they had bought gold Iasi week in 
the belief that the price had sta- 
bilised. 

One market analyst described 
the current situation as “a major 
turning point for the gold mar- 
ket.” He expected gold prices to 
fluctuate before they steadied on a 
new level and the market rec- 
overed its poise. 

Another commented: “really, I 
don't think anyone knows what to 
do at the moment. Everyone is 
very, very confused.” 


■ratrsj 


straits fees 

ANIiA RA (R) -Turkey has sla- Hc addcd |ha[ shi ' „ llinc a| 
shed SO per cent off controversial T urkishpons.»hichwerenoisub- 

high transit fees for ships using the ■ m lhc huce November inc . 
Bosphorus and Dardanelles str- rease , a|lo ha j lhc new 

aiu. thechaiman ofthc Turk.sh raK5 » ilh - hi her s .,„; la0 , duirs 
Maritime Federation said Mon- lr;insillin * VCSK , S . 

da V- _ . . . . . . Captain Leblcbicioolu said that 

The Turkish authorities me- although lhc ncvi ralC s wcre aboul 
reased the fees 1 0-fold without douWc lhc pre _ Novcmbcr ralev 
warning last November bringing expected them to be accepted 
strong protests from shipping ^ s hjppinn companies, including 
companies and several signatories ^ stale _ owncd Soviet. Bulgarian 
of the 19.^6 Montreaux Con- Romanian lines. 

vention which governs the narrow . _ , . ■ ■ .. 

link between the Black Sea and Aspokcsman tor shipping j^c- 
, ... nts in Istanbul acunu tor bo\iet 

th -? le = n -s R r 

anian ships, which together make Jr f 

upihe bulk of foreign traffic in the c”pmin "ublebieioelu suid it 
snn its. stopped payutg the fees in £ P dear hoi the pov- 

protest, shipping sources in 1st- . , r,„ 

L,h„i rr eminent had set the new rales. But 

annul soia. ^ said it appeared it had set I.: 

Captain Mel.n Ubleb.coglu. . foTihc go | d franc, 

the chairmanof the maritime fed- ^ 4 ch arc 

elation, told Remers by telephone h pnce of the E o°d fram 

w f 3?nm M o J underthe Montreuic Convention, 

nesnot sad'^^o or froma TurlTish ^ rates .ockc.ed ovemight in 
.xirt will pay about $6,200 tor a "Tna 1 

ZparS^^° U atufs.W.«; S with ’«« iona. Luke, 

raLes. then about in times the olu 

Lighting and life-saving fees, govern mem price oi SJ per 
levied by the state-owned Mar- ou ncc. 

itime Bank, account for about At the same time, government 
$4,000 of the new rates which the officials said that in the absence o, 
bank announced Monday. Cap- an internationally recognised goffi 
tain’ Leblebicioglu said. franc price it was legitimate to cal- 

New sanitary fees, levied by the culate the serv ice charges against 
Turkish health authorities, came the market rate of the amount o. 
into effect last Saturday, hc said. 8°^ contained in the franc. 

OPEC officials continue talks 

PARIS { R ) — OPEC s hopes of holding together and avertins an • >ii 
price war depend on a peace package being discussed here Monday 
by three key ministers from the exporter group, diplomatic sources 
said. 

They said that if efforts by the oil ministers of Venezuela, Algeria 
and Kuwait failed, it was unlikely OPEC would meet within a 
seven-day deadline set by the Gulf countries for the group to reach 
agreement on output and prices. 

The sources, who declined to be identified, said the three ministers 
would cry to put together a prices and production agreement inv- 
olving OPEC and non-OPEC producers which might entice Nigeria 
back into the OPEC mainstream. 

Venezuelan Ofl Minister Humberto Calderon Berti has emerged 
as a central figure in theshuttle diplomacy mounted within OPEC to 
avert a price war. He met fellow ministers in Paris and the Gulf in the 
past week and has sought to bring ^on-OPEC producers, such as 
Mexico and Britain, into efforts to stabilise the international market. 


THE Daily Crossword ** Woabtey 


ACROSS 
1 Painting 
and sculp- 
ture 

5 B tinker 
9 Collect 

14 Vessel 

15 Countenance 

16 Showy 
plant 

17 Indian dty 

18 Poma fruit 

19 Mentions 

20 Rutabaga 
22 Antidotes 
24 Prosperous 

times 

26 Ford 

27 Brotherly 
love feast 


29 Signify 
33 Embark 

36 Beset 

37 Military 
address 

38 Shield 

40 Spanish 
title: abbr. 

41 Government 
official 

44 Arises 

47 Cat or goat 

48 More erode 

49 Uncommon 
51 Teachers 
55 Drizzle 

59 Rat 

60 Raccoon's 
relative 

81 Lots 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


umwiii uaona mi, mu 
QHQffi uansa aaaa 
aann nniaaaanncia 

BQQB0 Hanna 

ncioncis 000 1300 

liHilUfJli E3HE3030 

00Oia0a0n 000110 
□□min 00000 000a 

000190 00000000 
HO 0 O 00 00000 
Laoa 000 □□□O00 

O0000 00000 

0000000000 00O0 
□□OH 0B000 0O00 
□000 0O00O 000O 


63 Old Norse 
codec lion 
of poems 

64 Item of 
property 

65 Great Lake 

66 Leak slowly 

67 PeeWeeor 
Delia 

68 Certain 
horse 

69 Hit signs 

DOWN 

1 “If you go 

long enough 
without—-’ 

2 Knave 

3 Sojourn 

4 — atten- 
tion (wait 
in a sol- 
dierly wsy) 

5 Elated 

6 Presiden- 
tial nick- 
name 

7 Close by 
6 Scatter 

9 Consents 

10 Damsels 

11 Opposed 

12 Snick 
and — 

13 Back talk 
21 Villain in 

“Othello” 

23 Irate 


25 German 
admiral 

28 Harin' 
to go 

30 Kiln 

31 Recap 

32 Guidonlan 
notes 

33 Spotted 
rodent 

34 Atop 

35 Chinese 
club 

39 Moslem 
priest 

42 Formot 
argument 

43 Black 
mineral 

45 State bird „ 
of Hawaii £ 

46 Naive 

50 Fuddor 

Gantry 

52 More 
andent 

53 Cowboy 
entertain- 
ment 

54 Cookies 

55 Cicatrix 

56 Sit for a 
portrait 

57 Scratch out 

58 Continental 
prefix 

62 Hush-hush 
group 


1 2 3 4 6 7^ 8 ||| 

55 23 


19 lie |11 112 113 




133 1 34 135 




155 IWLI57 




1 01 1- 162 
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WORLD 




ina’s aged de facto head of 



e expected to retire soon 


PEKING (R) — A high-revel 
meeting opened Monday at which 
China's de facto head of state. 
S5 -year-old Marshal Ye Jianying. 
is expected to announce his for- 
thcoming retirement because of 
old age and ill-health. 

The standing committee of 
China's parliament, the National 
People’s Congress (NPC), began a 
full session Monday afternoon in 
the Great Hall of the People. 

Marshal Ye’s main deputy, 
former Pelting Mayor Peng Zhen. 
chaired the meeting, the New 
China News Agency said. 

Although the official agency 
made no reference to Marshal Ye. 
a government spokesman has said 
the veteran leader would propose 
to the meeting that he step down 
from the NPC chairmanship bef- 
ore a new parliament convenes in 
May or June. 

The spokesman said last week 
that Vice-Chairman Peng, 80. was 


already handling considerable 
work on Marshal Ye's behalf bec- 
ause of the latter’s "advanced age 
and physical weakness." 

Communist Party General - 
Secretary Hu Yaobang was quo- 
ted by a Japanese delegation as 
saying recently that Mr. Peng 
would formally take over as acting 
chairman at the standing com- 
mittee meeting. There has been no 
confirmation of this. 

Political analysts said it app- 
eared likely that the standing 
committee would accept Marshal 
Ye’s proposal to step down but 
that he might remain nominally in 
office until this parliament's term 
expired in a few months. 

The government spokesman 
said Marshal Ye would not be a 
candidate for the next National 
People's Congress, the sixth to be 
elected in Communist -control led 
polls since Mao Tsetung led the 
party to victory over Chiang Kai- 


Shek in 1949- 

The session that opened Mon- 
day is the 26th meeting of the fifth 
NPC standing committee, which 
-enacts most of China's laws and 
has most of the powers of the full 
congress. 

Under a new constitution pas- 
sed late last year, China will have a 
proper head of state again when 
the presidency is restored by the 
new parliament and the post of 
NPC chairman is downgraded to 
deal solely with congressional aff- 
airs. 

China has been without a pre- 
sident for the past 1 5 years. Mao 
purged the last one. Liu Shaoqi. in 
his Cultural Revolution in the late 
1960s. and he later died in jail. 

Marshal Ye. formerly Mao's 
defence minister, has been de 
facto head of state since 1978. 
During his rare public appearance 
recently, he has been attended 
constantly by nurses and unable to 


read his own speeches. 

Politically to the left of China's 
top leader, Deng Xiaoping, the 
marshal appears to have been 
unwilling to step down despite a 
vigorous campaign by Mr. Deng to 
rejuvenate the leadership, ana- 
lysts say. 

When Mr. Deng created the 
party's central council of elders 
last September as a face-saving 
means of persuading aging leade rs 
to hand over to younger men. 
Marshal Ye and two other old 
marshals remained on the pol- 
itburo instead. 

There has been no indication 
that Marshal Ye contemplates 
stepping down from the politburo 
where he is nominally number two 
in the hierarchy. 

He is believed to enjoy con- 
siderable loyalty among Maoist 
elements in the four- 
mil lion -strong People'sLiberaion 
Army (PLA). 


Fraser serious about polls 


CANBERRA |R) — Australian 
Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser, 
lagging behind in opinion polls,- 
Monday launched a half million 
dollar propaganda drive to win 
re-election in next Saturday’s 
general election. 

Opinion polls put the Labour 
opposition under its new leader. 
Bob Hawke, ahead by as much as 
13 per cent in the run-up to the 
election. 

The Liberals' campaign dir- 
ector, Tony Eggleton. said the 


party will use two-minute tel- 
evision commercials, radio spots 
and newspaper advertisements 
"to get beneath the personality 
politics." 


Mr. Fraser will be seen sitting 
on the edge of an office desk tal- 
king about his government's ach- 
ievements, outlining plans for 
combatting unemployment and 
attacking Labour’s proposals for a 
prices and incomes deal with trade 
unions, said Mr. Eggleton. 


Indian politician pulls 
revolver in parliament 


NEW DELHI (R) — A member 
of the Indian Parliament caused 
an uproar by pulling out a revolver 
in the House Monday. 

Opposition Janata Party leader 
Madihu Dandavate drew the gun, 
which he said later was not loaded, 
while debating a motion with the 
speaker of the Lok Sabha ( Lower 
House). Balrara Jakher. 

Mr. Dandavate, a former rai- 


lway minister in the Janata gov- 
ernment apologised later for his 
action which led to noisy scenes in 
the house, meeting for its budget 
session. 


Mr. Dandavate and the speaker 
were discussing an alleged attempt 
to murder a Janata Party can- 
didate in recent Delhi local ele- 
ction. 


Socialists 
lead polls 
in Senegal 




Gandhi grants religious concessions to Sikhs 


NEW DELHI (R) — Prime Min- 
ister Indira Gandhi Sunday ann- 
ounced religious concessions for 
India's Sikh community, including 
permission to carry daggers, which 
are symbolic of the religion, on 
internal flights. 

Militant Sikhs have been cam-, 
paigning for religious and political 
concessions from the government, 
including greater autonomy for 
the prosperous northern farming 
state of Punjab where most of the 
country’s 12 million Sikhs live. 

Addressing a large con- 
gregation of Sikhs at Delhi's 
golden-domed Bangla Sahib 


Temple, Mrs. Gandhi said the 
government was allowing Sikhs to 
carry a nine-inch (23 centimetres) 
dagger known as a kirpan with a 
six- inch (13 centimetres) blade. 


The kirpan is one of the five 
symbols of the Sikh faith. Because 
of anti-hijack regulations Sikhs 
had been barred from carrying 
them on aircraft. Sikhs have been 
associated with several hijacks 
over the past two years. 


Other concessions included a 
ban on the sale of tobacco and alc- 
ohol around the Golden Temple 
in the Punjab city of Amritsar, the 


Sikh's holiest shrine, and the bro- 
adcast of Sikh religious hymns on 
the local station of the state- 
owned All-India Radio. 

But the prime minister made no 
reference to the Sikh demand that 
Amritsar should be formally dec- 
lared a holy city, nor to the pol- 
itical demands of the militants. 

The Sikh Akali Dal Party, hea- 
ded by Harchand Singh Lon- 
gowal, wants concessions on water 
rights, a better financial deal for 
the Punjab and incorporation of 
neighbouring Punjabi-speaking 
areas into the state. 

Talks with the government on 


these demands broke down earlier 
this month and-extra para- military 
forces were deployed in the Pun- 
jab to prevent trouble. 

Mrs. Gandhi has said Sikh rel- 
igious demands could be met wit- 
hout much difficulty but that pol- 
itical ones involved other states 
whose interests had to be con- 
sidered. 

Mr. Longowal said last Tuesday 
that his party would press for the 
resignation of India's Sikh pre- 
sident. Zafl Singh, because he was 
unable to protect the con- 
stitutional rights of the Punjab. 


Turkish academics allege 
government-inspired purge 


ANKARA (R) — Four Turkish 
academics say they have been 
dismissed in the latest round of a 
gradual purge that has seen more 
than 220 sackings under military 
rale. 

The four, senior members of the 
Ankara University faculty of pol- 
itical sciences, received written 
notification of their dismissals on 
Friday evening. 

Like others fired before them, 
they were given no reason for 
being sacked hy martial law aut- 
horities. 

Three weeks ago. 1 i lecturers in 
Ankara and Istanbul lost their 
jobs and academics say at least 
another 500 university teachers 
have resigned since the l^SIl mil- 
itary coup. 

The shakeup is widely seen as a 
politically-inspired purge of the 
.country's 28 universities. 

Those sacked were told only 
that they were dismissed under a 
martial law statute empowering 
the military to di>miss any civil 
servant deemed £«• be acting in a 
"harmful" way. People dismissed 


are permanently barred from hol- 
ding a public service job. 

Many of those dismissed had 
reputations for being Socialists or 
Socialist sympathisers. 

The higher education council, 
appointed by the military 18 
months ago to administer uni- 
versities. said the sackings were 
not politically inspired but due to 
overmanning or incompetence. 


However, university sources 
said the ruling generals were try- 
ing to prevent a return to pre-coup 
days when university campuses 
were a focus for much of the pol- 
itical violence that claimed about 
5.000 lives and prompted the mil- 
itary takeover. 


Academics opposed to the dis- 
missals say the violence sprang 
from students already politically 
committed when they arrived at 
college. 

The purge, which has included 
former deans and senior pro- 
fessors. is having a crippling effect 
on Turkey's higher education, 
they say. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 

&f9ST Tribune Company Syndicate, Inc. 


1 4 Pass 1 NT Pass 

9 


What action do you take? 


Q. 2 — Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

->£102642 vX72 0$3 $75 
Th& bidding has proceeded: 
Morin East South West 
1 V 2 $ Pass 3 * 
Dble Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

4 A J652 T7 C KJ92 4K63 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South West 
1 ? Pass 1 4 Pass 
i NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q.2— East-West vulnerable, 
as South you hold: 

46 0A8752 4AQ9432 

The bidding has proceeded: 
West North East South 
1 <? Pass 1 NT ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.5— Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

4Q6 v 7642 063 4AK854 
The bidding has proceeded: 
.West North East South 
IT 14 2 T ? 

What action do you take? 


as 


C.- A — 3oth vulnerable, 
South you hold: 

4419643 ?AQ OQ432 4KQ 
The bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East 


Q.6— East-West vulnerable, 
as South you hold: 

410763 <775 0 986 4KQJ7 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South 
1 4 Dble ? 

What action do you take? 


Academie Francaise turns 


down singer’s application 


PARIS (R) — Hie Academic 
Francaise. regarded by some 
French intellectuals as an ossified 
remnant from prehistory, has fai- 
led to choose a new member as the 
body baulked at electing singer 
and songwriter Charles Trenet. 

The election stirred new pas- 
sions in France about the aca- 
deitty, one of the country's oldest 
institutions. Trenet. a candiate for 
one of the academy's 40 seats, 
would have been the first popular 
singer elected to the body founded 
350 years ago. 

Before the election. 20 French 
authors and artists predicted Tre- 
nd’s defeat. In a two-page attack 
on the academy in the newspaper 
Le Matin last week, they blasted it 
as a comatose body, a historic 
monument, a ridiculous hiccup 
and a paleontological survivor. 


Le Matin predicted that Trenet 
would not be elected due to the 
"terribly cramped, arthritic, oss- 
ifed rules which make the aca- 
demy a place of repression of the 
true, Irving values of our language 
when it should be their spr- 
ingboard. their strength.” 

Most of the academy’s mem- 
bers. elected for life, are elderly 
and few are well-known outside 
France. The first woman was adm-* 
itted in 1980 with the election of 
novelist Marguerite Yourcenar. 

The ballot was the third attempt 
to elect a successor to the duke of 
Levis-Mirepow. a historian who 
died two years ago. 

Charles Trenet, meanwhile, had 
become somewhat of a “cause cel- 
ebre” among intellectuals hoping 
to bring fresh life into the aca- 
demy. 


DAKAR (R) — President Abdou 
Dio uf and his ruling Socialist 
Party were strongly ahead in uno- 
fficial early returns Monday after 
Senegal's elections Sunday for a 
new parliament and president. 

Initial results, read out live on 
state television and radio, ind- 
icated that the Socialists were pol- 
ling 80 to 83 per cent of the vote. 

The nearest competition came 
from the liberal Senegalese Dem- 
ocratic Party (PDS) which seemed 
to have around 1 2 per cent. 

Full results are expected to be 
known later. 

Eight parties — an unusually 
high number for black Africa — 
produced 1.300 candidates to 
fight for 1 20 parliamentary seats. 
Mr. Diouf was challenged for the 
presidency by four other can- 
didates. 

Mr. Diouf, 48, became pre- 
sident in 1981, when Leopold 
Sedar Senghor retired after 10 
years in office, and is widely exp- 
ected to have a comfortable maj- 
ority for a five-year term. 

His main challenger. Abd- 
oulaye Wade, head of the PDS, 
joined other opposition leaders in 
alleging that some voting cards 
had been fraudulently distributed 
to the wrong people. 

Mr. Diouf told journalists that 
any irregularities would be pun- 
ished and said: ”1 think it is dan- 
gerous to invent disputes which do 
not exist.” 

The opposition parties also cri- 
ticised Senegal 1 s complex new ele- 
ctoral system, which mixes pro- 
portional representation with 
“first past the post” voting. 

Since the last election in 1978. 
the number of seats in Parliament 
has been increased from 100 to 
, 120 . 

The Socialists won 82 seats in 
1978 and the PDS 18. 


Marcos vows 
to crush 
communists 


MANILA (R) — Philippine Pre- 
sident Ferdinand Marcos said 
Monday he would use the full 
might of the armed forces to stop 
what he called a Communist res- 
ign of terror in the countryside. 

Mr. Marcos told a meeting of 
military academy graduates the 
Communists had abandoned pea- 
ceful propaganda to win mass 
support and turned to int- 
imidation, extortion and killings. 

"There is an escalation in the 
incidence of ambushes on our 
loyal troops as well as acts of ter- 
rorism on defenceless civilians by 
bands, wbo call themselves the 
New Peoples' Array". 

He said rebellion and terrorism 
in some parts of the country were 
encouraged by government critics, 
who made irresponsible sta- 
te meats about government policy. 

"A few weeks back, I ordered 
the' fielding of additional bat- 
talions to the troubled areas in the 
southern Mindanao island and 
unless the kDlings abate we will 
send more troops to these areas,” 
he said. 

But he said he would continue 
to "open the door of dialogue to 
those who may differ with us, even 
those who may have taken a futile 
choice of violent conflict with the 
government’* 


French opposition hopes 
victory in local elections 


of outright 
diminished 


PARIS (R) — France Sunday 
began the final lap of a strident 
town hall election campaign fou- 
ght by national politicians as a test 
of the Socialist government's rec- 
ord. 

The outcome will decide whe- 
ther the left embarks on a new 
round of austerity measures to 
deal with the country’s economic 
difficulties, political sources said. 

The alternative, if the gov- 
ernment suffers a serious setback, 
could be a controversial attempt 
to help French industry by rev- 
iving consumer demand behind 
protectionist curbs on imports. 

The sources said the vote would 
in any case end the relative par- 


alysis of government activity in 
recent weeks as ministers trod 
warily through the campaign min- 
efield. 

Urgent action is needed in sev- 
eral areas including the car ind- 
ustry which has been beset by for- 
eign competition and months of 
labour turmoil 

The first round of the elections, 
in which virtually every major 
French politician is a candidate for 
local office, will be held next Sun- 
day with a second round a week 
later on March 13. 

With the political temperature 
soaring, opinion polls have shown 
the left regaining ground and the 
centre-right opposition scaling 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


A well-furnished second floor apartment in a bui- 
lding located at the Second Circle of Jabal 
Amman, main street, near the American Embassy, 
consists of two bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
kitchen and two bathrooms, equipped with cen- 
tral heating, ready for rent 


Please contact: Tel. 41611, 38491. 


down its expectations. 

Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac, 
who first forecast that the centre- 
right parties would capture up to 
1 00 big towns, said the opposition 
still expected to win but could not 
predict the extent of its victory. 

Other opposition leaders said 
the loss of 30 towns by the left 
would be a significant rebuff to 
President Francois Mitterrand’s 
government which was elected in 
1981. 

Socialist party leader Lbnei 
Jospin told journalists the left, 
which made huge gains in the last 
local elections; would regard def- 
eat in anything up to IS mun- 
icipalities as normal. 

With the chances of a crushing 
victory apparently slim, opp- 
osition sources said their Ijopes of 
a spectacular showing were pin- 
ned on Marseilles where Socialist 
Interior Minister Gaston Deferre 
faces defeat after 30 years as 
mayor.- 

The municipal campaign is the 
last full-scale electoral battle bef- 
ore parliamentary elections due in 
1986. 

The right has been encouraging 
voters to deliver a warning to Pre- 
sident Mitterrand that strongly 
left wing policies are una- 
cceptable. 
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Strike cripples Assam 
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GAUHATI (R) — Workers and 
students demanding the eviction 
of illegal immigrants from Assam 
Monday shut power station, oil 
refineries, shops and businesses in 
a 24- hour protest strike against 
die new state government. 

The whole of the northeast Ind- 
ian state was without electricity 
and few government employees 
turned up for work. 

The strike was called by har- 
dline Assamese political and stu- 
dent groups in protest at the new 
state government formed Sunday 
by Prune Minister Indira Gandhi's 
Congress (I) Party. 

Congress won a two-thirds 
majority in Assam's state ass- 
embly in this month’s elections, 
which started the worst poll vfo- 
lence in India's post- 
in dependence history. 

Indian intelligence sources 
Monday supported unofficial est- 
imates that at least 2,500 people 
died in unrest hi the Brahmaputra 
Valley state in the past month. 

The violence was triggered by 
an anti- immigr ant campaign by 
militant ethnic Assamese who 
urged a boycott of the elections 
because illegal immigrants were 
included on electoral rolls. 

The militants want up to 3 J mil- 
lion immigrants, mostly Bengali- 


speaking Muslims from nei- 
ghbouring Bangladesh, evicted. 

The electricity cut started Sun- 
day shortly after the new . adm- 
inistration was sworn in. blacking 
out almost all of the oil-producing 
state, and two of Assam's three oil 
refineries were closed for the day. 

In the state capital, Gauhati, 
shops were sbnt and the city’s usu- 
ally bustling central bazaar was 
deserted. Only police trucks were 
on the streets. 

The Times of India said Mon- 
day the massacre was carefully 
planned and up to 10,000 ethnic 
Assamese and tribesmen armed 
with old guns, hatchets and spears 
had taken part. 

It said two police reports were 
sent to Delhi warning of a possible 
attack but they were ignored. 

Sixty percent of those who died 
were women and about 15 per 
cent were children, the Times 
added- Most of the men fied from 
the villages which were attacked. 

In the Delhi parliament Mon- 
day Home Minister P.C. Sethi 
appealed to all parties to help the 
new state government restore 
peace. But opposition leaders said 
the administration was unr- 
epresentative because polling had 
been so low in many con- 
stituencies. 


Pope on C. American tour 


VATICAN CITY (R) — Pope John Paul II will underline his policy 
of preaching peace in the world’s trouble spots when he tours Central 
America and the Caribbean starting next Wednesday. 

In a message to Roman Catholics in the eight countries he will visit, 
the Pope said Monday be was aware of their intense suffering "under 
the scourge of war, hatred and centuries of injustice.” * 

The Pope starts his nine-day tour hf Costa Rica and will proceed to 
Nicaragua, Panama, El Salvador, Guatemala. Honduras and Belize 
before making a final stop at Haiti in the Caribbean. 

He stressed in Monday’s message the tour would be essentially 
religious in character, but left no doubt of his hope it would lead to an 
improvement in social justice for the predominantly Catholic pop- 
ulations. 


Dacca reopens schools, 
keeps universities closed 


DACCA (R) — Schools and col- 
leges in Bangladesh reopened 
Monday after being closed by the 
military government following 
violence earlier this month in 
which five students were killed in 
police 6ring. 

But an official announcement 
said the country’s six universities 
would stay shut indefinitely and all 
examinations there had been pos- 
tponed until further notice. 

Attendance Monday at schools 
and colleges in the capital Dacca 
was thin but police kept watch 
nearby in case of fresh violence. 
However, there were no reports of 
incidents. 

Five students were killed and 
more than 100 people injured on 
Feb. 14 and 15 in dashes between 
police and students protesting aga- 
inst martial law and demanding 


the scrapping of a controversial 
Islamic education policy. 

The military authorities said 
Sunday night they had freed 31 of 
53 students arrested as a result of 
the violence. 

Official sources earlier said 
more than 300 people including 
55 politicians were in jail for their 
involvement in the clashes. 

The detained politicians belong 
to an alliance of 1 8 leftist and cen- 
trist parties. 

Political sources in Dacca bel- 
ieve the politicians wOl be freed by 
the middle of March to create 
conditions for a national dialogue 
between political parties and the 
armed forces. 

Military ruler Lt-Gen. Hossain 
Mohammad Ershad proposed the 
dialogue recently to look at Ban- 
gladesh’s political future. 


Superpowers more than curious 
about result of Bonn elections 


BONN (T) — The West German 
election campaign, accompanied 
by an unprecedented volume of 
comment and opinion from the 
two superpowers, moved into its 
final week Sunday with the out- 
come still uncertain. 

Opinion polls suggest that when 
more than 40 million voters go to 
the polls next Sunday to elect a 
new Bundestag (lower house) 
they wili confirm conservative 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl in office. 

But it is less clear whether his 
centrist Free Democratic (FDP) 
coalition partners will be there to 
balance the right-wing influence 
of Franz Josef Strauss, leader of 
the Christian Social Union (CSU), 
the Bavarian wing of his Christian 
Democrats (CDU). 

There is also an outside pos- 
sibility that the opposition Social 
Democrats (SPD) could return to 
power with the support of the rad- 
ical ami-nuclear Greens Party, an 
outcome which would set alarm 
bells ringing throughout the Wes- 
tern alliance. 

The almost obsessive attention 
of the superpowers has been foc- 
used oa West Germany ever since 
the SPD’s candidate for cha- 
ncellor. Hans-Jochen Vogel, tur- 
ned the deployment of new U.S. 
nuclear missiles into the dominant 
issue of the campaign. 

Mr. Kohl had hoped to maintain 
the political consensus that Cruise 
and Pershing-2 missiles would 
have to be deployed from Dec- 
ember this year unless the Soviet 
Union scrapped its medium-range 
missiles targeted on Western Eur- 
ope. 

But Mr. Vogel, shifting position 
in an effort to woo Greens’ sup- 
porters and young voters pas- 
sionately opposed to the missiles, 
said he would do everything pos- 
sible to avoid the deployment of 
more missiles on West German 
soiL 

Given West Germany’s str- 
ategic importance in the front-line 
between East and West, the out-. 


come of the election has become a 
crucial matter for the sup- 
erpowers, effectively stalling their 
Geneva talks on reducing 
medium -range missiles. 


Superpower interest 


While both continually insist 
that they are not interfering in 
German internal politics, the Sov- 
iet Union has made it clear that it 
would like Mr. Vogel to win the 
election while the United States 
has made little secret of its pre- 
ference for Mr. Kohl. 

Both sent leading emissaries to 
Bonn during the campaign. Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gro- 
myko had hardly left the federal 
capital before U.S. Vice-President 
George Bush arrived. 

On Friday the government acc- 
used the Soviet Union of int- 
erference after Mr. Gromyko, in a 
Pravda article, called for West 
Europeans to distance themselves 
from the United States on nuclear 
disarmament. 

The missile issue has been dis- 
cussed so freqently in the election 
campaign that it had seemed to be 
played out. But the Gromyko art- 
icle revived it. 

Mr. Kohl responded by saying 
Moscow had so chance of driving 
a wedge between West Germany 
and the United States, while his . 
Christian Democratic Party 
(CDU) returaed to its theme that 
SPD policies would lead to neu- 
tralism and the break-up of 
NATO. 

However, with opinion polls 
now consistently predicting a con- 
servative vote of around 46 to 47 
per cent and about 41 to 42 per 
cent for SPD, the missile debate 
no longer seems to be swaying an 
electorate more concerned about 
fest-rising unemployment. 

February figures due this week 
are expected to show the number 
out of work has risen above 2.5 
million, more than 10. per cent of 
the workforce. 



Femafe hairdressers 
restricted in Brunei . 
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Brunei (R) — Women have tx 
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unci — women nave h 
banned from cutting men’s hat 
the sultanate of Brunei, offic 
said. They said more than 
women, mainly Chinese from < 
gapore and Malaysia, who wor! 
in hairdressing saJons afro offer 
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massage and escort services 
been ordered to leave the cov 
The managers of about a < 
Chinese- run hair salons 
Joying all-female staff had 
told to sack them and sure 
their passports so that their 
permits could be cancelled. 


U.S. litigation 
overwhelms courts 


WASHINGTON (R) - Lit- 
igation in the U.S. is booming, 
with a growth rate so high h thr- 
eatens to overwhelm the already 
stramed courts, according to a new 
report The Bureau of Justice Sta- 
tistics (BIS) survey said that in the 
financial year ending 1982 new 
court cases in the U.S. had risen by 
more than 82' million over a four 
year period. The biggest rise was < 
in Massachusetts with a 132 per 
cent increase in criminal and civil 
cases. "I have been surprised that 
we haven’t had a breakdown of 
the system, to say nothing of a 
physical breakdown of some of the 
justices," US. Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Warren Burger said 
recently. 


Khomeini rapped 
by former student 


NEW YORK (R) — Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini has become a 
“power hungry reactionary and an 
arch-opportunist", according to . 
one of his former allies and stu- 
dents- fo an interview published is 
this week's Time magazine, Aya- 
tollah Jahal Ganje’i said he and - 
other members of the Mujahedin * 
group who oppose the Tehran - 
government represent a more * 
Progressive" Islam than that now 
practised by Khomeini. 


Mubarak dissolves 
2-year-old league 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak has dis- 
solved the two-year-old Cairo- 
based League of Islamic and Arab, 
Peoples, set up by the late Pre- 
sident Anwar Sadat, a Cairo new- 
spaper said. Mayo, weekly journal 
of the ruling National Democratic.; 
Party (NDP). said Mr. Mubarak; 
issued a presidential decree dis- 
solving the Teague because it “has 
been overtaken by current events 
and the reasons behind its esi -1 
ablishment no longer existed." 


Times names new 
security overlord 


LONDON (R) — British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher has 
appointed a veteran diplomat to a 
new post of intelligence and sec- 
urity overlord, the Times of Lon- 
don said. It described the post as 
one of the most powerful in the 
history of British intelligence. Sir 
Antony Duff, 63, already security 
coordinator in the cabinet office, 
had taken over as chairman of Bri- 
tain’s Joint intelligence Com- 
mittee (JIC). previously run from 
the Foreign office, the Times said. 
It said this would give him a com- 
plete overview of the British sec- 
ret services, intelligence gathering 
and analysis. 


Athens dentes 


conp rumour 


ATHENS (R)— The Greek gov- , 
eminent has denied a rumour 
sweeping Athens that , the armed 
forces had foiled a coup, attempt 1 
by army units in the north- The ■ i 
rumour began after security mea- 
sures were taken in Athens and i 
other major cities as part of an 
armed forces and security police. ; 
exercise to test their state of pre- 
paredness. Chief government 
spokesman Dimitris Maroudas 
ssud all measures had been taken 
in accordance with foe plan and : 
that calm prevailed foroughout ■ 
(he country. According to- the 
rumour, army anils in Evros, near-. ; 
tie Turkish border, tried to ove- - < 
rthrow the Socialist government . 
of Andreas Papdndreou elected ‘ .. 
by a tendslktein OcL 1981 . •• 













